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Job scheme fails 
disabled worker 


The case of a severely disabled man who cannot get the help he needs to do his 


job because it was advertised for a disabled person has shaken disability groups. 


Hugh Batty, 46, from Buck- 
inghamshire, who has_ been 
appointed as an independent 
living coordinator by the Dis- 
ablement Association Hilling- 
don (DASH), applied for help 
from the Government’s job 
assistance scheme Access to 
Work in September. 

Disabled people who find 
work are usually given help 
this scheme by. the 
Employment -Service’s local 
Placing, Assessment and Coun- 
selling Teams (PACTs). 

But when Mr Batty applied he 
was told that while he would be 
driven to and from work, and 
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given four hours of personal 
care at work, he could not have 
£3,000 worth of computer 
equipment, or a _ support 
worker to help with driving and 
administration. It means he 
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cannot do his job properly. 

The Employment Service told 
him it was an established proce- 
dure that employers who needed 
the services of a disabled person 
should meet the cost of the assis- 
tance they required to do the job. 

DASH director Marylin Loosley 
insisted that Mr Batty was the 
best person for the job. 

Mr Batty is puzzled because 
his predecessor and the assis- 
tant director of DASH got assis- 
tance when their jobs were 
advertised stipulating the post 
was for a disabled person. 

He said: “The job was adver- 
tised for a disabled person 
because only we have the 
knowledge for the job.” 

A Department for Education 
and Employment  (DFEE) 
spokesperson said: “There is a 
clear national policy...each case 
is judged on its own merits.” 

The DFEE insisted the guide- 
lines used in Mr Batty’s case 
had been in place since the out- 
set of Access to Work in June 
1994. 

The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 1s 
taking up the case. . 

Director Bert Massie thought 
the rejection might be a bid to 
cut costs. (Access to Work has a 
limited budget of £19 million.) 

“I had never heard of this 
being used as an excuse to deny 
people assistance,” he said. 

Other groups advertising jobs 
for disabled people were also 
alarmed. 

Frances Hasler, director of the 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People, knows of a 
similar case. 

She said: “This is unfair and 
inconsistent. Many disability 
organisations advertise for dis- 
abled staff who do get help from 
Access to Work. If this is a 
national policy, it could be dis- 
astrous for them.” 
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Home and dry: Canoeist Steve MacDonald 
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(above right) on his way 


to becoming the first blind person to canoe around the coast of 
Britain. Steve, 24, from London, along with sighted sea kayaker and 
ex-SAS member Peter Bray, used a double seated 22ft boat for the 
3,000-mile trip which took five months. 


Thousands in 
line for pay out 


Social Security secretary Peter 
Lilley was wrong to withold 
benefit from thousands of dis- 
abled people while trying to get 
the courts to overturn their 
entitlement, the High Court 
ruled in November. 

In a test case involving 18- 
year-old Paul Sutherland, a 
visually impaired student in 
Aberystwyth, Mr Justice Laws 
said Mr Lilley had exceeded 
his powers when he withheld 
the middle rate of the care 
component of Disability Liv- 
ing Allowance (DLA), which is 
£32.40 a week. 

Mr Sutherland was awarded 
the middle rate in January 1995 
but since then he has been paid 
the lower rate of £12.90 a week 
instead and has lost about £2,000. 


His entitlement to the middle 
rate to meet his social needs 
was established by an earlier 
case involving Rebecca Halli- 
day, who is deaf. 

Mtr Lilley will try to have that 
decision overturned when the 
case reaches the House of Lords 
in December. 

Mr Lilley first used the regula- 
tion to suspend benefits in 1992 
and since then it has been used 
in more than 50,000 cases — 
1,700 of them similar to Mr 
Sutherland’s. 

He has now been paid the 
£2,000, but Mr Lilley was con- 
sidering his options in the other 
cases as DN went to press. 


DDA redundant? 
See page 3 
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Hundreds lose 
vital therapy 


Hundreds of schoolchildren in 
east London have had occupa- 
tional or speech and language 
therapy cancelled because of a 
lack of NHS funds. 

Speech therapy at schools in 
Tower Hamlets has been cut for 
375 children aged 11 and above 
and those who stammer. 
Another 216 disabled children 
have lost occupational therapy 
sessions. 

Tower Hamlets NHS Trust 


services 


was forced to cut 
because of a cash crisis faced by 
East 
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Donna and Jenna McLaughlin 


TONY FURBY 


Health Authority (ELCHA) 
which has to make savings of 
£22 million this year. 

But parents and _ therapists 
have criticised the cuts. 

Donna McLaughlin, whose 
daughter Jenna has cerebral 
palsy, was furious that speech 
therapy will be cut when Jenna 
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turns 11 next year. 

“My daughter is ten and can’t 
walk, talk or sit up. 

“She makes sounds but she 
can’t talk. They are not giving 
her the benefit of the doubt. 
They just say they can’t afford 


»” 


it. 


Jenna’s grandfather William 


Jones said: “It really is despica- 
ble. These children badly need 
the help they receive at 
school.” 

Pam Evans, professional direc- 
tor of the Royal College of 
Speech and Language Thera- 
pists (RCSLT), agreed that the 
cuts could have a damaging 
effect on the children. 

And she said that fears were 
growing for services across the 
country. 

“We are watching this situa- 
tion with great concern. Speech 
and language therapists across 
the country are reporting their 
anxieties as Trusts reveal their 
financial problems and make 
plans for cost savings,” she said 
in Bulletin, the RCSLT’s maga- 
zine. 

Tower Hamlets Trust chief 
executive, Hilary Scott, said the 
cutbacks were unavoidable. 

“Unfortunately the health 
authority did not have enough 
money to pay for the range of 
services we previously pro- 


vided.” 
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“We’d hoped to get him home for Christmas — then he tripped over a claims assessor!” 


Docs told: count 
cost of caring 


Britain’s 36,000 family doctors 
are being advised not to take on 
some severely disabled or 
elderly people living in nursing 
homes as new patients, unless 
they are paid extra. 

The British Medical Associa- 
tion (BMA) claimed in Novem- 
ber that the move was needed to 
protect “core services”, such as 
giving 24-hour daily cover for 
their patients and child immu- 
nisation. 

A document from the BMA 
sent to all GPs lists up to 80 non- 
core services which GPs do not 
have to provide. 

It invites doctors to let authori- 
ties know that from 1 April next 
year they will no longer take on 
any new registrations of “highly 
dependent residents of nursing or 


residential homes” so __ that 
authorities can make other 
arrangements. 


For example, those practices 
which have expertise in these 


areas are instead advised to nego- 
tiate for contracts to make money. 

The BMA is also negotiating 
with the Government to have 
annual health checks for people 
over 75 and the writing of cer- 
tificates for social security 
claimants removed from the list 
of core services which they 
presently have to carry out. 

Dr Ian Bogle, chairman of the 
BMA General Medical Services 
Committee which has issued 
the advice, said: “GPs can no 
longer take on this unresourced 
extra work without the quality 
of care to patients suffering. 
The underfunding of the hospi- 
tal service cannot continue to 
be corrected by moving more 
and more work into the com- 
munity.” 

A spokesperson for the charity 
Age Concern, said: “Older peo- 
ple are yet again being targeted 
in the search for solutions to 
funding problems.” 
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Claim shame 


Claims negotiators are being 
criticised for targeting patients 
in hospital wards in a bid to set- 
tle lucrative claims with insur- 
ance companies. 

Bryan Neill, a partner of Lon- 
don-based Prince Evans solic- 
tors, said some were touting for 
business in hospital spinal 
injury units. 
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Joes | Doctor warns of risks in human race 


Second class law 
Minister for Disabled People 
Alistair Burt has revealed that 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act is less important than other 
laws. 

He spelt out the facts in a 
House of Commons written 
answer about building societies 
which refuse to pay out shares 
to disabled people if they are 
not named first on the account 
form. 

He said: “...if you are required 
to do something under another 
law, this takes precedence over 
anything required by the DDA”. 

Richard Wood, director of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People, said: “If other legisla- 
tion takes precedence, what 
then is the point of having the 
DDA? It would seem to be 
redundant.” 

Mencap spokesperson Frances 
Tuke said it illustrated how 
toothless the DDA was. 


Hurt Sarah to sue 
Sarah Chapman, who claims 
she was left with broken bones 
after an Incapacity Benefit med- 
ical (DN October), has won 
legal aid to sue the Benefits 
Agency and the doctor. 

She is also to give evidence at a 
House of Commons Social 
Security Select Committee 
hearing on 20 November on the 
impact of the Benefit. 


Making words count 
Studies show three out of four 
teachers feel ill-equipped to 
deal with dyslexic pupils. 

The British Dyslexia Associa- 
tion said children and adults 
were still not given the help and 
understanding they needed. 

It has launched the National 
Dyslexia Awareness Campaign 
to mark the 100th anniversary 
of a dyslexia diagnosis. 


Travel writer dies 
One of America’s foremost 
advocates of travel for people 
with disabilities has died. 

Dr Michael Quigley was 
founder and editor in chief of 
Handicapped Travel Newsletter. 

He was a contributor to the 
Fodor book Great American 
Vacations for Travelers with 
Disabilites. 


Service winners 
Deloitte and Touche Consult- 
ing Group has won the con- 
tract to provide the new 
Disability Access Rights Advice 
Service (DARAS), to advise and 
train information services. The 
contract is worth £1.9 million. 

Merit Direct is to provide a 
Government information line 
from 2 December, providing fact 
sheets on goods and services and 
the employment sections of the 
DDA. 


Women attending some fertility 
clinics have an increased risk of 
giving birth to a disabled child, 
a leading doctor has warned. 

In an attempt to boost their 
“take-home-baby” rates, many 
clinics routinely transfer three 
embryos into the womb after 
fertilisation, according to Dr 
Brian Lieberman, director of 
the fertility unit at St Mary’s 
Hospital in Manchester. 


The chance of a baby being 
born with a disability increases 
with multiple births. Studies 
show cerebral palsy occurs in 
17.4 per 1,000 triplets, compared 
with two per 1,000 single babies. 

Dr Lieberman said: “Many 
clinics increase the possibility of 
babies being born with disabili- 
ties, particularly triplets. They 
only seem to be concerned with 
the number of births, not the 


number of healthy babies born.” 

The Human Fertility and 
Embryology Authority said that 
a growing number of clinics 
transferred two rather than 
three embryos into the womb. 

“Doctors are increasingly 
aware of the problems associated 
with multiple births. 

“It is true that clinicians do 
transfer three embryos to boost 
the chance of pregnancy but it is 


very doubtful that they actually 
want multiple births to boost fig- 
ures.” 

Anne Rae, chair of the British 
Council of Disabled People, 
said the criticism highlighted 
the complex issues surrounding 
ethics and fertility treatment. 

“This is frightening because it 
is tied up with the feeling that 
disabled children are not wel- 
come.” 


Save our services: Disabled people from Brent protested outside 
Brent Town Hall in November, while the council met to confirm 
cuts to services to save almost £2 million. As a result, Brent Job- 
search, a scheme which is run by disabled people and helps other 


| disabled people to find work, is to be axed. The council also 


approved the merger of two day centres and voted for a five per cent 
cut in community support grants, leaving the funding for other dis- 


ability projects in doubt. 
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Club taken 
for a ride 


A group of disabled holiday- 
makers were turned away from 
the major attractions at Black- 
pool Pleasure Beach because 
they would “hold up the rides”. 

Forty members of the 
Sheffield Phab Club were told 
the park was too busy for 
wheelchair users to go on the 
Grand National Roller Coaster 
and other big rides when they 
visited in October. 

“We had been looking forward 
to this trip all year yet we had to 
leave without trying any of the 
rides we were so excited about,” 
said Paul Mortby, one of 14 
wheelchair users in the group. 

A management spokesman 
told the group that wheelchair 
users were excluded during 
busy periods because “it takes 
too long to load them on, 
which holds up the rides”. 

Roger Simmons, — Sheffield 


youth service’s 
development 
worker for 
young disabled 
people, who 
helped organ- 
Roger Simmons _ ise the trip, 

said: “Only a 
couple of wheelchair 
wanted to go on each ride at a 
time. Everyone left because of 
the way we were treated.” 

A spokeswoman for the Plea- 
sure Beach apologised and 
said: “Had we known in 
advance that they were visiting 
at this time then we could have 
made provision for more assis- 
tance.” 

Mr Simmons added: “The 
Disability Discrimination Act 
should make it unlawful to offer 
a less favourable service. This is 
the sort of place which will try 
to avoid doing anything.” 
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4 News from Westminster 


Benefit take up down |Shake-up on cards 


Fewer people are claiming 
Incapacity Benefit than the old 
Invalidity Benefit. 

A social security select com- 
mittee meeting in November 
heard that when Invalidity Ben- 
efit was introduced, 1.77 mil- 
lion people were receiving it. 
Now 1.72 million people are 
claiming Incapacity Benefit. 

Sarah Graham, policy man- 
ager at the Department of Social 
Security, said: “We are assuming 
a deterrent effect but it is too 
early to make assumptions.” 

Dr Mansell Aylward, Depart- 
ment of Social Security chief 
medical advisor, said up to 20 
per cent of people who had 
received the old Invalidity Bene- 
fit were found to have had mini- 
mal or no disability. 


Between April 1995 and 
August 1996, about 60 per cent 
of claimants — 716,700 people — 
were examined. 

Of these, 161,400 were found 
capable of work under the All 
Work Test. In the same period, 
11,200 recipients were disquali- 
fied for failing to return the 
medical questionnaire and 
4,900 were disqualified for not 
turning up for the examination. 

During that time, 18,400 appeals 
were heard and 8,700 people won 
their case. In August, 29,900 peo- 
ple were still waiting for hearings. 

Labour MP Alan Howarth 
said the All Work Test was 
flawed and that people with a 
mental illness would not be 
able to face filling in the claim 
form. 


The Government has 
announced a shake-up of men- 
tal health services after admit- 
ting failings in community care. 

Health Secretary Stephen Dor- 
rell will publish a consultation 
paper in January outlining the 
options available for structuring 
services. 

The move comes after a 
Department of Health survey 
revealed that one in three peo- 
ple released from hospitals were 
not receiving follow-up services 
from health authorities. A 
report by the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists earlier this year 
also blamed a failure to super- 
vise mental health patients for a 
number of murders. It 
demanded that bed closures 


Dorrell: admitted failings 


should be stopped. 

Mr Dorrell believes many of the 
problems arise from a lack of 
coordination between health 
authorities and social services, 
which have joint responsibility 


for the care of mentally ill people. 

The consultation paper is 
expected to include three 
options for tackling the prob- 
lem. One would create indepen- 
dent mental health authorities. 
Another, favoured by Mr Dor- 
rell, would bring health author- 
ities and social services together 
as joint local bodies, and a third 
recommends better communi- 
cation. 

However, the mental health 
charity MIND is worried about 
the present climate of fear over 
mentally ill people. 

Policy director Liz Sayce, said: 
“We would not want coordina- 
tion to be a means of increasing 
coercion over people. We think 
there is a need for coordination.” 


Beating the cheats: Secretary of 
State for Social Security, Peter 
Lilley, trumpets the success of 
the Government’s telephone 
hotline targeting benefit cheats. 
One woman living on the south 
coast and claiming Incapacity 
Benefit for depression and ago- 
raphobia was found to be mak- 
ing three trips to France a day, 
bringing back huge quantities 
of duty free goods and selling 
them in Liverpool. Others were 
faking disabilities to claim. 
One man claimed total loss of 
sight but spent most of his 
weekends as a photographer. 
The scheme, “Know of a Bene- 
fit Rip-Off? Give us a telephone 
tip-off,” was launched in 
August and has already had 
more than 100,000 callers. 
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Healthy choice 


Doctors will be given a choice 
under the new Primary Health 
Care Bill to move away from 
being self-employed business- 
men and women contracted to 
the NHS, to being on a salary 
and working in hospitals. 

The planned major shake-up 
of the way family doctor ser- 
vices are delivered was one of 
the proposals announced in 
October’s Queen’s Speech. 

The White Paper on primary 
care is proposing that a number of 
pilot schemes are set up, because 
the Government sees existing 
arrangements as too rigid. 

Measures to help people make 
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better provision for their long-term 
care needs in old age were also 
promised in a draft bill — the green 
paper on Long-Term Care. It pro- 
poses an insurance-based “part- 
nership scheme” and promises 
changes which would provide bet- 
ter support and encouragement to 
informal carers. 

The Social Security Fraud Bill 
was announced, which will 
mean computer cross-checking 
of benefit claims, tax returns 
and VAT receipts will now be 
legal. 

The new bill will also intro- 
duce penalties for claimants 
who give false information. 


Charities 
in line for 
extra care 


Social departments 
could opt out of providing any 
direct care for elderly and dis- 
abled people, and instead com- 
from the 


services 


mission — services 
private sector and charities. 

A Government White Paper 
due to be published in the New 
Year will look at social services 


provision, a move which is being 


seen by some Government 
observers as partial privatisation. 
Health Secretary Stephen 


Dorrell announced the move 
following a speech in which he 
stressed a local authority 
should be an “enabler and com- 
missioner of community care 
services”, and that providing 
services should be secondary. 

But he said he did not want to 
see regulation of community 
care transferred from local 
authorities to central Govern- 
ment or to a new statutory 


body. 
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Oxford 
heads for 
snarl-up 


Plans to rid the centre of 
Oxford of bad traffic conges- 
tion by introducing new traffic 
rules and parking measures 
have been criticised by disabled 
people. 

The proposals include pedes- 
trianising Cornmarket and the 
west end of Broad Street during 
most of the day and discourag- 
ing car use in the centre by lim- 
iting parking. 

But the Oxfordshire Council 
for Disabled People says dis- 
abled people will find it harder 
to get around. 

Spokesperson Janet Mace 
said: “There will be a lack of 
access to get to the spaces they 
are proposing, which are away 
from the pedestrianised areas. 

“They want to ban taxis in 
bus lanes too which means 
there won’t be door to door 
transport. 

“If these plans go ahead it will 
be a big problem.” 

Oxfordshire City Council 
chief transport planner, Roger 
Williams, said the number of 
orange badge spaces was being 
increased from 32 to 100. 

“We are taking buses out of 
the main shopping streets to 
ease congestion, so people with 
mobility problems can move 
around more easily. 

“The town also has a new 
Shopmobility scheme which 
will help disabled people. 

“We believe the proposals 
should help everyone.” 


Home win 
after years 
in hospital 


A woman with severe learning 
disabilities and sensory impair- 
ments has won her court battle 
for an appropriate care plan. 

A High Court judgement 
found Sutton Council guilty of 
failing to deliver a care plan and 
appropriate residential accom- 
modation for 32-year-old 
Therese Blackmore. 

An assessment in April 1994 


found that Ms _ Blackmore’s 
needs would be best met in a 
small specialist _ residential 


home. Instead, she has been ina 
series of hospitals in the area 
for the last three years. 

Mencap London district offi- 
cer, Mike Crowe, said: “Therese 
should receive local, specialised 
services that the authority’s 
own care assessments have 
identified as appropriate. This 
case is very important.” 


Station bans chairs 


A train company is refusing to 
carry wheelchair users into a 
London station after a porter 
was hurt helping a passenger. 

Thames Trains slapped the 
ban on Ealing Broadway sta- 
tion, which is on the London 
Underground network, when 
the porter broke his hand carry- 
ing a wheelchair user up a flight 
of steps. 

Ealing Council, which gave 
£27,000 to the company last 
year to improve access, has 
reacted angrily to the move. 

Council environment commit- 
tee chair, Stephen Sears, said: 
“It is outrageous that Thames 
Trains should even consider this 


action which flies in the face of 
current legislation.” 

A Thames Trains spokesper- 
son said: “We are not able to 
give any help with wheelchairs 
in this station.” 

But she said a wheelchair user 
who had enough mobility to 
walk down the stairs could still 
use the station. 

She added that the company 
could not afford to make the 
station, which has three flights 
of stairs, accessible. 

“Tt is not physically possible to 
do anything immediately. It 
would require installing more 
than one lift.” 

The Disability Discrimina- 


tion Act recognised that such 
stations would be difficult to 


be made accessible, she 


argued. 
A London Transport 
spokesperson added that 


wheelchair users entering the 
system at accessible stations 
could still use the station to 
catch connections. 

But Margaret Norris of Ealing 
Access Group called the deci- 
sion “disgusting”, and insisted 
that the station should have 
stair lifts. 

“If people cannot get into the 
station, what good are the 
improvements which have been 
made?” 


Leisurely 
star launch 


Triple jump world record 
holder Jonathan Edwards and 
100m = Paralympic __ record 


holder Dave Holding launched 
a new charity last month to 
provide integrated educational 
and leisure programmes for 
young people in the Lake Dis- 
trict. 

The Kepplewray Project grew 
out of venture holidays organ- 
ised by members of the Church 
Youth Fellowship Association. 
Now they have raised more 
than £500,000 to buy and con- 
Kep- 


vert an old mansion, 


plewray. 


Tel: (01229) 716936 


Upwardly mobile: These disabled graduates celebrate their success 
on Scope’s Fast-Track scheme, which gives people skills and experi- 
ence to compete for graduate-level work. (Left to right) Barry 
Sawyer, Simon Taylor, Kieran Dunphy, James Woods, Zoe Parting- 
ton and Alex White have found jobs through the scheme. ALEX 8EATON 


Guide is good sign 


A new guide from the National 
Information Forum (NIF) and 
CONCAH (Continuing Care at 
Home Association) will give 
GPs and other professionals 
quick access to essential non- 
medical 
abled people. 

Signposts combines a_ ring 
binder and a leaflet. The binder 
covers areas such as financial 
benefits, sex and personal rela- 


information for dis- 


tionships, and includes pages 
for local contacts. 

The leaflet Coping with Dis- 
ability in Everyday Life gives 
national organisations 
and space for local groups. 

CONCAH has also produced a 
compendium of 24 neurological 


seven 


The money section illustrated 


conditions plus information 
about impairment and sources of 


help for primary care workers. 


Ring binder £14.95, leaflet 25 
for £3, 100 for £10 from NIE 
tel: 0171-404 3846. Neurologi- 
cal Compendium £11 from 
CONCAH, tel: 0171-251 4855. 
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Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 


Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4AH United Kingdom 


Telephone: 01256 465 771 Facsimile: 01256 479 705 


THE QUEEN’S AWARD FOR .- 
TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT 


The Intelligent 
Prosthesis Plus 


The award winning lower limb prosthesis only from Endolite 


This year the IP+ has won two prestigious awards in recognition 
of its unique design and function: 
The Prince of Wales Award for Innovation and The Queen’s Award 


for Technological Achievement. 


Ni 


THE PRINCE OF WALES 
AWARD 


For Innovation 
Winner 1996 


Order the Intelligent Prosthesis Plus by contacting the Blatchford 
Sales Department on 01256 465771. 


JLITTICVGINE! 
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6 Health news 


Blinded 
by smoke 


Smoking could damage your 
eyesight, scientists in America 
claim. 

Researchers from the Mas- 
sachusetts Eye and Ear Infir- 
mary in Boston found that 
smokers were up to twice as 
likely to develop age related 
macular degeneration (ARMD) 
and vision loss as those who 
had never smoked. 

The studies showed that the 
more cigarettes smoked, the 
higher the risk of developing the 
condition. The increased risk 
persists even 15 years after giv- 
ing up. 

Age related macular degenera- 
tion is estimated to affect about 
80 per cent of people aged over 
75, and it is difficult to treat. 
The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) welcomed 
the research. Sue Grindey, man- 


Jacqueline 
Rehabilitation 


ager of the eye health pro- 
gramme at the RNIB, said: 
“The RNIB is encouraged that 
there is an increasing under- 
standing of this eye condition. 

“People need to be aware of 
the risks involved, especially as 
ARMD is only treatable in a 
small number of cases.” 


Smog can 
harm the 
unborn 


Air pollution could affect 
unborn babies, leaving them 
with learning difficulties later 
in life, scientists believe. 

American researchers claim 
that fumes from urban life may 
damage a baby’s DNA while it 
is still in the womb. 

In a report published in the 
New Scientist Professor Freder- 
ica Perera, of Columbia Univer- 
sity in New York, said that 


Do you need to know how much privately employed 
residential carers are paid? 
+ if you are disabled or elderly and you pay for assistance with personal care and 
domestic tasks 
* if you work as a residential carer and your salary is not paid by a social service 


department 


We would like you to help us with a research project to identify: 

* salaries and employment conditions currently offered to residential carers 
+ levels of care residential carers are expected to give 

+ the nationwide variations of pay for residential carers 

If you would be prepared to assist us with this project by completing a short 


questionnaire, please contact: 


Christine Mitchell, Jacqueline Webb & Co 
Beckett House, 4 Bridge Street, Salisbury SP1 2LX 
Tel: 01722 329156 
Any information given would, of course, be strictly confidential and the results of 
the survey would be freely available to you. 


babies damaged by pollution 
are unusually small at birth. 
Previous studies have suggested 
that babies with small heads 
grow up with impaired learning 
abilities. 

Dr Perera’s research found that 
DNA was damaged by polycylic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
which are produced when fuel 
burns. 

In a study of the effect of smog 
on Polish babies, she found that 
those with high levels of expo- 
sure were particularly tiny. 

Dr Malcom Eames, policy 
officer at the National Society 
for Clean Air, welcomed the 
report. 

“This re-inforces the general 
concerns we have about the 
effect of air pollution on health. 
There is a clear need for further 
research,” he said. 


ME U-turn 


A report recognising that long- 
term chronic fatigue, ME, is a 
genuine, serious condition has 
been welcomed as a “major U- 
turn” by the ME Alliance. 

Chronic fatigue syndrome, the 
report by specialists from the 
royal colleges of physicians, 
psychiatrists and general practi- 
tioners, acknowledges that ME 
exists and is poorly understood 
and managed by many doctors. 

“It is a major U-turn for the 
condition to be recognised,” 
said Dr Charles Shepherd, a 
medical adviser to the ME 
Alliance, which represents four 
charities concerned with ME. 

But he added there were many 
gaps in the report. 


Smee 


ey = » 
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Sarah Smith, 19, from south London, had to stop swimming training 
and school after chronic fatigue hit when she was 14. The condition 


has finally been recognised as genuine. 


“It doesn’t consider education 
of post-graduates and GPs and 
this needs to be urgently 
addressed,” he said. 

The report calls for an end to 
the debate on whether the ill- 
ness is mental or physical. It 
argues that it is both mental 
and physical and that the term 
ME should be dropped and 
“chronic fatigue syndrome” 
should be used instead. 

Treatment should consist of a 
programme of — gradually 
increased activity combined 
with cognitive behaviour ther- 
apy and should be managed by 
local GPs. 


; The New Volkswagen Caravelle 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVLASIONS 
OU INS 


by Invatravel Conversions 


Various options of wheelchair access available on this super new model, including: 
° underfloor electro-hydraulic lifts 
* hydraulic lowering rear suspension with spring assisted alloy ramp 
* manual ramps, etc 
Disabled driver options for full independence. 


Prices start from £16,995 on the road excluding all taxes from which 
disabled users are exempt. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid, tel: 01704 506608, 
Fax: 01704 506607. 66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS. 
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APPROVED CONVERTER OF 
THE VOLKSWAGEN 
CARAVELLE RANGE 


G WEASER/ THE GUARDIAN 


“We agree that the support 
emphasis is on primary care,” 
said Dr Shepherd. 

“But we think the psychologi- 
cal side of cause and treatment 
is over-emphasised. 


“The estimate of the number | 


of sufferers — up to one million 
in the UK — is also a vast exag- 
geration, and must include peo- 
ple with chronic fatigue rather 
than chronic fatigue syn- 
drome.” 


Tooth for 
an eye 


A pioneering operation using 
an extracted tooth to help blind 
people see again has 
launched in Britain. 

The unusual surgery, which is 
being carried out at Sussex Eye 
hospital in Brighton, involves a 
tooth and some bone being 
sawed from the patient’s mouth. 


This is then shaped into a small, _ 


slim slab, a hole is drilled in it 
and an artificial lens inserted. 
The tooth is later transplanted 
into the eye socket to support 
an artificial replacement cornea 


which goes over the artificial 


lens. 


been | 


The first stage of the two part — 
operation was carried out on — 


two men in November, by con- 
sultant Christopher Lui. 

Its success will not be known 
until after the second stage next 
February. 

It is the first time the proce- 
dure has been tried in the UK 
although it has been successful 
in Italy. 

Mr Lui estimates that about 
150 people a year in the UK 


lose their sight because of inop- © 


erable corneal defects. He 
believes that about a third of 


these could be helped by the — 


operation. 


News 7 


irtm| Drivers take 


Not fully heard 


Deaf people are being denied 
opportunities in employment 
and education because of a 
desperate lack of sign language 
interpreters. 

The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) says 
there are only 88 fully qualified 
signers for the 50,000 deaf peo- 
ple in the UK. 

It is calling for funding and 
more training of British Sign 
Language (BSL) — the country’s 
third most commonly used lan- 
guage. 


Protest group folds 
Incapacity Action — the protest 
group set up to oppose Inca- 
pacity Benefit — is to close. 
Group member Barry Shau- 
fler said: “We are knackered. 
The people who have been 
involved are all unwell and have 
been fighting off attempts to 
take away their own benefits.” 


Free post plea 
The European Commission is 
resisting calls to make a free 
postal service for blind and 
partially sighted people in the 
European Union compulsory. 
The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind in the UK and the 
European Blind Union are wor- 
ried that postal privatisation 
could threaten free services, 
now available in all member 
states. They are calling on the 
Council of Ministers to keep 
services free when the rules are 
finalised in 1997. 


Mountainous task 
An integrated expedition to 
climb Aconcagua, the highest 
mountain in the southern 
hemisphere, is to set out on 29 
November. 

The three disabled members 
of the team who will travel to 
Argentina to climb the 6,962 
metre peak include Paul Silli- 
toe, 25, and Geoffrey Lomas, 
28, who both have a learning 
disability, and Richard 
Goldthorpe, 30, who is visu- 
ally impaired and had brain 
damage after a head injury. 


Corrections 

From DN’s October issue: 

The Wessex Medical Steplift 
costs £2,500, not £3,500. 

From DN’s November issue: 


Doug Alker, of the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People, was not the only 


British person to speak at the 


Rehabilitation International 
Congress 1996 in New 
Zealand. 

Among 14 _ others’ were 
solicitor David Ruebain, Bert 
Massie of RADAR, and 


Beverley James of the Disabil- 
ity, Pregnancy & Parenthood 
International journal. 


traffic 


Orange badge holders parking 
on a main street are being 
blamed for Kendal’s traffic 
problems. 

Disabled people entitled to use 
the orange badge scheme park 
in the town centre, close to the 
main shops. 

However, the local police say 
some are parking there “unnec- 
essarily”, causing congestion. 

Now the local access group is 
advising disabled people to stay 
away to avoid discrimination. 

In a letter to the Kendal Traffic 
Steering Group, chief inspector 
Andy Bell said: “Unnecessary 
parking by orange badge holders 
is the cause of the majority of the 
problems on the main street.” 

The scheme was “abused by 
some people and misunder- 
stood by others,” he said. 

He later told DN that while 


rap 


clamping down on these groups 
his officers tried to avoid 
harassing genuine users. 

But Derek Oakes, local chair 
of the campaigning organisa- 
tion Access for the Disabled, 
claimed that the problem was, 
in part, caused by illegal park- 
ing by commercial lorries load- 
ing and unloading outside the 
permitted hours. 

“Disabled people are just 
regarded as a parking nuisance 
who shouldn’t be there. 

“Our current advice to them is 
not to come to Kendal.” 

John Bell, area traffic engineer 
for Cumbria County Council, 
admitted that restrictions might 
have to be made on orange 
badge parking. 

“They are not responsible for 
all of it but they definitely con- 
tribute.” 


Hard work for students 


Social work courses do not give 
the impression of being seriously 
interested in recruiting disabled 
students, according to a report 
in Disability and Society. 


ability of their workplace for 
disabled students either, and it 
reported that some students 
with mobility problems had 
had “harrowing experiences” 


Barry Smith’s family greet him at Land’s End after 17 days on the 
road — all the way from John O’Groats in his electric wheelchair, to 
raise money for the Bay Foundation charity. Barry, 50, from Torbay, 
who is a double amputee, made the 930-mile journey in 17 days 
spurred on by his wife Gill and friend Terry Bayliffe who travelled 
alongside him. Barry’s family (left to right) Daniel, Joella, wife Gill 
and Kimberley, welcome him home. 


A new driving force 


KEEP ABLE 


Disabled drivers will soon be 
hitting the road as driving 
instructors, thanks to a change 
in motoring regulations. 


Driving tutors’ organisation 
BMS says it has already received 
dozens of enquiries from dis- 
abled people who want to train 


with access. 

The report calls for more dis- 
abled teachers and trainers who 
make greater use of the knowl- 


The study conducted by Stir- 
ling University found that while 
all the colleges and practice 
agencies surveyed had a written 


equal opportunities policy, edge and experiences of dis- 
these did not refer to disabled —_ abled students. 
students. Teachers had not 


given much thought to the suit- —_—- Tel: (01235) 521154 


as instructors. 

A spokesman for the Driving 
Standards Agency, which regis- 
ters drivers and_ instructors, 
said: “We welcome the changes 
and hope to see more and more 
disabled drivers and _ instruc- 
tors.” 


People with physical disabili- 
ties who were only allowed to 
drive automatic vehicles can 
now become approved driving 
instructors, following the 
Department of Transport’s 
revision of the Driving Licence 
Regulations. 


THE 
ORANGE 
BADGE 
NETWORK 


The ONLY NATIONAL ORGANISATION 
representing the RIGHTS and NEEDS of YOU the 
Orange Badge Holder. 


ORANGE 
BADGE 
NETWORK 


We want greater access to shops, cinemas, car 
parks for all Orange Badge vehicles. 


You, the Orange Badge Holder, needs to know how 
the latest regulations regarding disability will affect 
YOU. 


Join us today — membership is only £5 per annum. 

You will receive a membership card, car sticker and 
a quarterly news magazine giving up to the minute 

information important to Orange Badge Holders. 


Apply now to: OBN, 52 
High Street, Blackheath, 
Rowley Regis, 

W Midlands B65 OEH, 
tel: 0121 561 3265. 


Registered Charity No 
1018535 


ORANGE 
BADGE 


tnam 
Mi James tnorpaedic Products 
iM 
Langage 


mpton 
Peon PLT SET 


pought one 


1 
embley, that it 


at W 
delighted to Say 
s. Lam ar 


s tos 
oS none remains 
f sores and abscesses OF Ww 
of sO! 


; sore 0! 
a single 
use of your ¢ 


problems 


red 
ve not suffer 

: a attribute this t© the 

aD to fi : 


4 buy ce 0 ny 
very P nity 10" vailable on 
ee qvhich was less thay com beets siting 
es sally-desi 
specially : ich I 
ne Parket. k-support cosh over 
our back ick/shoulder pain 


oducts and f 
ang these ProCUC” Fre. 
developing tne as in the ful 
1 efforts 10 xcellent ide: 
: re 
p Ww ith mo! 


pr Michael J Wheeler 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD \% 
DISABILITY SHOPS OR 
DIRECT FROM PUTNAMS 
PHONE FOR CATALOGUE 


01752 345678 


COCCYX CUSHION 


rec. retail 1 4 99 
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PATENT AND DESIGN COPYRIGHT 


All seat belt anchorages 
have been tested to the | 
highest Kuropean M1 7 stlUlUC<Cw Kh C—‘“C( (CO : 
Passenger Vehicle 
Standards 


Exhibition Dates:- 
Northern Mobility Roadshow 
- Sheffield - Fri 30th August 
to Sun 1st September 


Naidex - Wembley Tues 24th 

to Thurs 26th September 

_ Community Transport 

- Blackpool Thurs 13th 
to Sat 15th November 


@ Why buy 
mi Copy When 
ou Can Have 

An Original 


THE BROTHERWOOD VW SHARAN 
from £25,471 on the road 


Specialised transport for wheelchair passengers 


Phone now for details on our Lease Hire and Secondhand Converted Vehicles also ask for our comprehensive brochure giving full 
details on all our vehicles 


SROTHERWOOD 


% AUTOMOBILITY EE Mi E-D 
Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP Tel: 01935 872603 Fax: 01935 872853 


% 


e © 


The Renault Eco The Ford Combi The Nissan Cargo 60 The Nissan Serena 
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Birmingham International Motor Show Report 


Congratulations 


VOLKSWAGEN 
On the launch of the New Passat 


A car that will easily accommodate 5 adults 
plus store a wheelchair in its cavernous boot - 
complimented with a 
wide opening passenger door. 


The BROTHERWOOD converted Sharan also pare “Star” 


exhibit on the volkswagen stand 


For details; contact your nearest VW dealer 
or Brotherwood Automobility Ltd. Tel: 01935 872603 


I 
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10 News 


Turbulent 
journey 
for crew 


Members of the Time and Tide 
crew are taking a well-earned 
rest in Rio after completing the 
first leg of the 30,000-mile BT 
Global Challenge. 

The 14-strong disabled team 
set off from the UK on 29 
September and are last in the 
race. 

Three members have had to 
drop out: David Hodder, who 
has curvature of the spine, had 
and was 


bad sea_ sickness 


replaced by amputee Brendan 


West; Mike Austin, who is in 
remission from cancer, has 
replaced amputee Greg 


Williams; and Richard Horton- 
Fawkes, who is blind, has left. 
Possible candidates are being 
interviewed. 

During the journey, skipper 
James Hatfield broke a bone in 
his hand on part of the boat’s 
equipment and amputee Nigel 
Smith broke his artificial leg. 

But despite the difficulties, 
Mr Hatfield said the crew 
were learning how to work 
together. 

“The first leg has meant the 
end of a massive learning curve, 
and my learnt that 
although they are on a yacht in 
a race, it is they themselves that 
must race the boat,” he said. 

Time and Tide leaves Rio on 
20 November for the 7,000-mile 
journey to Wellington. They 
should arrive in New Zealand 
early in the New Year. 


Crew 


A nightmare move 


A disabled man forced to live in 
a two bedroom house cannot 
get full housing benefit to pay 
the rent. 

Tough new rules have meant 
David Meir, Tle of 
Bournemouth, who has arthri- 
tis and breathing problems, is 
now only eligible for enough 
money to pay for a one bed- 
room house. 

His wife and carer, Imelda, 40, 
has had to sleep in a separate 
room for the past six years 
because of his disability. 

But after the couple moved 
into a two bedroom bungalow 
in January, Mr Meir was told 
that his medical needs could no 
longer be taken into account 
when his Housing Benefit was 
calculated. 

The local authority can only 


Bed U-turn 


Hillingdon Hospital has found 
£90,000 in its contingency fund 
to pay for an extra 30 beds for 
the rest of the financial year. 

The west London hospital 
closed its doors to patients over 
75 from half its local area last 
month in an attempt to survive 
a “crisis” in its service. 

Its decision was widely con- 
demned by charities. 

Hillingdon Hospital Trust said 
about 35 hospital beds were 
blocked by patients who were 
well enough to be discharged 
but were waiting for community 
care arrangements. 


ENABLE VEHICLES 


A NEW 


— 


Users, Parents, Guardians or Carers of Registered 


ENABLE VEHICLES, CLYDE, HALLIWELL RD, 
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Penalised: David Meir 


pay rent for a house with one 
bedroom, even though Mr Meir 
has a doctor’s note to say the 
couple need two. While his rent 
is £480 per month — he only gets 
about £325 Housing Benefit. 
Councils have the discretion to 
pay Additional Housing Bene- 
fit, but Mr Meir has been told 
that if he receives this, it would 
be reviewed every six months. 


A spokesperson for the 
Department of Social Security 
said: “If you allowed people to 
come up with medical evidence, 
it would be open to abuse.” 

He added that there had been 
a handful of genuine cases 
falling through the net. 

He admitted that most coun- 
cils were using Additional 
Housing Benefit as a stop-gap 
recipients moved into 
cheaper properties. 

Mr Meir is adamant that he 
cannot get a cheaper home to 
meet his medical needs: “There is 
no guarantee that they are going 
to help disabled people with their 
housing benefit. It is disgusting.” 

A spokesperson for Age Con- 
cern said: “This is going to cost 
the state more money because it 
puts their health at risk.” 


until 


The UK Ladies Weightlifting team (from left to right) Lisa Pudner, 
Sarah Fairweather, Sharon Heath, Nikki Libby, Pat Parker, Emma 
Brown and escort Sandy Hibbert, return to the UK after winning 
the world championship for disabled people in Colorado, USA. 


FOR THE DISABLED 


HICLE EVERY YEAR 


ist 1000 


Yes! Eve 


year for just £1000 


Sug wr lor more details 


Disabled Wheelchair 


users 


BOLTON.BL1 3NS_ Telephone 01204 396481 


Informed choice 


t 
Jim Reece has been appointed | 
the county chairman of the 
Kent Information Service for | 
the second year. | 
The service database holds | 
10,000 pieces of information | 
relevant for disabled people. 


Tel: (01474) 534777 


Payment poser 


Capability Scotland is warning | 
that thousands of disabled peo- | 
ple and their carers could be: 
worse off using direct pay-_ 
ments. 

The Community Care (Direct 
Payments) Act comes into force | 
next April but the charity says | 
people do not know enough | 
about the services and how to. 
access them. 


Fairer insurance 


The United States Congress has | 
passed a Health Insurance | 
Reform Bill which bans insurers | 
from denying a person health 
coverage on the grounds of 
genetic pre-disposition to dis- 
ease. 


Film for free? 


A British project has been set 
up to challenge Hollywood to 
make a film for free, with all | 
profits going to wheelchair 
users worldwide. : 

The Reelchair project aims to | 
help make the film Rebel Yell | 
and is looking for support on 
both sides of the Atlantic. | 


Tel: 0181-574 2300 


DIAL tie-up launch 
DIAL UK — the national organ- | 
isation for the DIAL Network | 
of disability advice centres — has 
launched a classification 
scheme which can be accessed | 
by disability information and | 
advice services. 


Tel/minicom: (01302) 310123 


Needs on the rise 
The number of pupils with spe- 
cial educational needs in Scot- 
tish schools increased from 
11,435 in 1993, to 14,285 last 
year. 

The Scottish Office said | 
most of the rise was due to an 
increase in the recording of 
pupils in mainstream | 
schools. 


Charity boss quits 
Guide Dogs for the Blind Asso- 
ciation director general, Julian | 
Oxley, is leaving the post after 
12 years. 

His early retirement follows a | 
public outcry after the charity} 
gave 60 cheap loans to staff, | 
including £280,000 to pay for 
Mr Oxley’s house which he 
bought in Upper Basildon. 


Motoring 11 


DN's motoring 
correspondent 
David Griffiths was 
at the Motor Show 


One hundred years of the infer- 
nal combustion engine; a cen- 
tury of mobility technology; 
three generations of motoring 
freedom. Call it what you will, 
_ it is something to celebrate. 

Not that it has all been 
progress. Many of today’s cars 
are considerably less accessible 
than those of the ’40s. 

Many early models were more 
geared up to the needs of dis- 
abled people too — they often 
had hand throttles, for instance, 
and not all had steering wheels. 
For some, a few inches of move- 
ment could encompass the total 
range of steering angles. 

However, today’s cars bear lit- 
tle resemblance in other ways. 
They are more comfortable, 
faster, safer and considerably 
more reliable. 


The MPV generation 

The advent of the People Car- 
rier or Multi-Purpose Vehicle 
(MPV) is one of the most signif- 
icant developments of the ’90s. 

The UK debut of the new 
Chrysler Voyager (Chrysler 
Jeep Imports, tel: (01304) 
244044) shows just how attrac- 
tive these vehicles can be. 

Considerably more refined 
and streamlined than its prede- 
cessor, which was not officially 
available in the UK, it embodies 
automatic transmission, a 
smooth, powerful engine, pow- 
ered steering and a host of crea- 
ture comforts. The general 
public will have to wait until 
next year to have one, but we 
don’t: the ubiquitous Alfred 
Bekker already has a demon- 
strator up and running with a 
full disabled driver conversion. 

Volkswagen’s Sharan (Volk- 
swagen-Audi Group, tel: (01908) 
601777), though considerably 
smaller, has similar lines and 
refinements, ' including power 
steering and automatic trans- 
mission options. 

New for the Motor Show was 
the Brotherwood conversion for 
wheelchair passengers. 

As those familiar with Broth- 
erwood workmanship — will 
know, nothing is sacrificed in 
terms of quality engineering 
and finish, and the result is 
always refined, practical and 
easy on the eye. 

The Brotherwood Sharan 
embodies lowering suspension, 
ramp access and a tastefully 
blending raised roofline. It 
looks very attractive and hope- 
fully we will road test it soon. 
(Brotherwood — Automobility, 
tel: (01935) 872603) 

Mercedes Benz (tel: (01908) 
245000) is also vying for posi- 
tion with the V-Class. Lacking 
the visual appeal of many rivals, 


“Star of the show” for David Griffiths was Diahatsu’s Move 


The SIMMAT British /nternationa/s 


SIW 


it has a somewhat aggressive 
front and a sliding door system 
which at the show required plenty 
of beef to induce movement. 
Vito is the one-tonne van 
equivalent and here the aggres- 
sive front is more acceptable. 
There is commendable access 
and a flat floorpan right up to 
the driver seat area, which will 
attract a wide range of vehicle 
adaptors. But why no auto- 


matic transmission? Both mod- - 


els are available now. 

Renault started it all with the 
Espace. Always ahead of its 
time, it remains so with the lat- 
est version. Sleeker and lower, it 
is shorter than the Sharan or 
the Voyager, but with a trans- 
verse engine and unique interior 
layout there is an amazing 
amount of space. So much so 
that the French converters 
Gruau Laval offer a wheelchair 
conversion which still leaves full 
seating for five adults “up front” 
and keeps the original roof line. 
Climatic control, power steer- 
ing, automatic transmission and 
rust-proof composite panel 
bodywork are all part of this 
very attractive third generation 
Matra/Renault product. (Renault 
UK, tel: (01793) 486001) 


Cars to fall for 
Among the many new and mod- 
ified cars, of special interest to 
disabled drivers will be the new 
Peugeot 106 Automatic. 
Charming, neat, and capable 
of over 100 mph, it is likely to 
prove a winner with its neat, 
practical layout, wide door 
apertures and power steering. 
Prices should place it well for 
Motability Contract Hire cus- 
tomers and, wisely, Peugeot has 
opted for a real three-speed 
automatic transmission and 
retained the excellent 1.6 engine 
from the 205. Maybe not quite 
the space of the old 205, but just 
as nice. Tel: (01203) 884000. 


“Likely to prove a winner”: Peugeot’s new 106 automatic 


The Citroen Saxo deserves 
more than a cursory glance. 
Again, a three-speed transmis- 
sion, nice practical shape and 
reasonable price. Citroen does 
not have a huge following 
among disabled buyers, but this 
may well attract newcomers. 
Tel: (01753) 822100 

Another company tending to 
“miss out” in the UK disability 
market is Fiat, tel: (01582) 
863634. “Autonomy” is the new 
title for Fiat’s global stab at us, 
armed with a hefty budget and 
strong links with 
Guidosimplex, which monopo- 
lises Italian disability driver 
hardware. But they will have to 
improve on the Motor Show if 
they are to convince many of us. 

Senior personnel appeared 
unaware of the new Automatic 
Brava announced ten days 
before, while the Fiat Mobility 
brochure included wrong tele- 
phone numbers and an out-of- 
date address for RADAR. 

On the Ford stand the Ka, 
Autocars “Car of\ the Year’, 
was attracting widely diverging 
comments. It is certainly strik- 
ingly different, but not particu- 
larly disability friendly. (Tel: 
(01277) 253000) 

Honda was making much of 
its new continuously variable 
transmission in the new Civic, 
as Ford, Fiat and Volvo have 
done before. It remains to be 
seen if they can make it work. 
They also offer a four-speed 
automatic. (Tel: 0181-746 9282) 


Faster, safer and more reliable 


The Chrysler Voyager “shows how attractive MPVs can be” 


The roof line is such that you 
don’t have to duck unless over 
Sft 6in. With square opening 
doors, multi-adjustable 
fore and aft, space for a folding 
wheelchair in the rear via a one- 
piece, side-hung door, it also 
has a_ three-cylinder 847cc 
engine and a three-speed auto- 
matic transmission. 

Over 150,000 Moves have been 
sold in Japan in a year. At 
around £7,500 for the auto- 
matic, it should prove popular 
with many disabled users here 
when it arrives in the spring. 

If The Move is not large 
enough, the Grand Move could 
well be. (Tel: (01304) 213030) 


seats 


Star of the show 


Move over for the Diahatsu 
Move. This tiny upstart offers 
sensible accessibility with a 
body design which allows you 
to sit on a flat seat surface 
about the height of a dining 


* My Best Stand prize goes to 
Volkswagen (again). They had a 
wheelchair platform lift to the 
upper levels — caring, knowl- 
edgable hospitality. 

BBC’s Top Gear was worst with 
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Much of the 


Disability Discrimination Act takes 


effect on 2 December 


Jobs for a// the boys? 


Joe’s qualification of an English | 
degree, I must agree. While all — 


Dan Batten reports 
on a careers fair 
which promised 
disabled students 
and graduates a 
fair deal 


With the 
implementa- 
tion of the 
Disability 
Discrimina- 
tion Act 
(DDA), which 
is designed to 


“ensure elimination of discrimi- 
nation against people who have 
a disability”, employers are 
legally obliged to consider the 
disabled sector as a valid source 
of potential talent. 

Careers Direct 96, held at 
Wembley Conference Centre in 
London last month, and now in 
its third year, offered disabled 
graduates a relaxed atmo- 
sphere, free of the stampede 
which is normal at more con- 
ventional career fairs, in which 
to pursue that dream opportu- 
nity frequently denied them. 

This was rather a_ scaled- 
down event, with only 21 stalls, 
but behind them lay giants such 
as high street chain stores 


FOR THE SOLUTION. 


EXTRA 


Marks & Spencer and Boots as 
well as credit card company 
MBNA, British Telecom and 
major law firm Lovell White 
Durrant. 

On a personal level, I was 
especially interested in King- 
fisher, a mass-marketing retail 


group. And, surprisingly, the 


stall was being manned by a real 
live disabled person with cp. 

“The potential to succeed 
within Kingfisher is incredi- 
ble,” said David. “I joined the 
management development 
scheme a year ago, and wasn’t 
ready to specialise in one spe- 
cific area, but the structure of 
the scheme enables me to expe- 
rience many different disci- 
plines until I find my niche.” 

Marks & Spencer was another 
positive face. Rarely have I met 
such a large company with such 
a thorough, methodical, yet car- 
ing approach. 

“The selection process is 
extremely long and arduous,” 
said one rep, “but we treat all 
applications equally. Our appli- 
cation form does contain a 
request for information regard- 
ing disability, but it is separated 
from the application form and 
used strictly for data research 
purposes.” 

The firm was extremely insis- 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES, AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. IF YOU HAVE A MOBILITY PROBLEM CALL US 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND LITERATURE ON OUR RANGE OF 
PRODUCTS & SERVICES CONTACT: 


ROW INITING 
CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD 
CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST. 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 

SP2 7NR 


01722 336048 


Accessible jobs: Employers should be starting to take action 


tent that I 
knew it was 
to be accred- 
ited with use 
of the Positive 
about _ Dis- 
abled People logo, (left) as was 
Boots, with its proud boast that 
it was among the first to be 
invited to use the sign. 

Work experience was also 
available through fair organis- 
ers Arberry Pink, on its publi- 


COURIER 


cation The Arberry Profile. For 
those interested in journalism 
and photography this looked 
well worth checking out, as the 
information was __ enticing, 
although limited to one small 
advert in the fair guide. I for 
one shall be pursuing them! 

“Tf there is one weakness with 
the fair, it is that there is a 
rather heavy management 
career bias,” said visitor Joe, a 
recent arts graduate. Sharing 


Bosses 
stick to 
agenda 


An employers’ group has 
relaunched its ten point action 
plan to give organisations a 
framework for measuring and 
improving their equal opportu- 
nities practices. 

The Agenda on Employment 
was devised by the Employers’ 
Forum on Disability in 1992 and 
promotes employment and pro- 
motion of disabilities. At least 
130 employers have adopted it 
as part of their policy. 

Chairman of the forum and 
McDonald’s Restaurants, Paul 
Preston, said employers needed 
help from disabled people’s 
organisations and the Govern- 
ment to “make the spirit of the 
law come alive”. 

Gillian Shepherd, Secretary of 
State for Education and 
Employment, said discrimina- 
tion still occurred. 

“No-one should be compla- 
cent about the changes. 
Employers have an important 
role to ensure disabled people 
can participate fully in the 
economy.” 


that was on offer was undoubt- 
edly a path to a solid career, it 
did seem that the fair operated 


a policy of management post or | 


nothing. 
What about the more creatively 
inclined among us? I found it 


disappointing that so few dis- © 


abled people were on stalls. 
Surely the best way to instil 
confidence is to display a posi- 
tive role model a disabled per- 
son can aspire to, rather than 


just another row of what they | 
consider their greatest barrier — | 


the able bodied executives who 
can callously dismiss them with 
the stroke of their pen. 


This fair showed the way for- | 


ward for disabled people in 
worthwhile careers, despite my 
own reservations. 

But it is alarming that it is the 
“only national event of its 
kind,” and I am convinced that, 
despite the positive attitudes 
displayed by big firms such as 
M&S, the DDA will change 
very little, if anything, among 
small companies. 

If people haven’t listened pre- 
viously, why should this manu- 
factured appeasement alter 
anything? God bless M&sS. 
Others should watch and learn. 


Unit gives advice 
The Royal Association for Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR) has set up its own 
Disability Discrimination Unit 
to provide information and 
guidance. 

British Gas and Barclays Bank 
have given £250,000 to set up 
the service, but RADAR 
estimates £160,000 will be 
needed during the next three 
years to meet the demand for 
information and practical 
guidance. 


Tel: 0171- 250 3222 


Packs take action 
Scope has produced two action 
packs — one for service 
providers and one for cam- 
paigners — which aim to help 
people implement the new law. 

They include check lists, so 
providers can ensure they are 
conforming. 

The supporters’ action pack 


also has draft letters showing - 
disabled people how to com- — 


plain. 


Tel: 0171-636 5020 
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DN looks at how the changes are likely to 


lf you’re not happy... 


If you feel you have been 
unfairly treated by a shop, 
restaurant or individual, go to 
your local county court (see 
Yellow Pages) and ask for a 
small claims form. 

This is sent back to the court 
and your case should be heard 
soon afterwards. 

If an employer has 
discriminated against you, get 
an Industrial Tribunal 1 form 
from the job centre or Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau and send it to the 
Central Office of Industrial 
Tribunals (address on the form). 

Fill in the details of your 


complaint and the office sends 
it on to the employer. You may 
be able to get help in preparing 
your case under the legal aid 
scheme. However there is no 
legal help available through the 
small claims court. 

The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR) hopes to produce an 
action pack which will be a 
practical guide for complaining. 

And the Government is to set 
up an information service to 
give help to the many advisers 
and charities who are already 
operating. (DN, November.) 


Job opportunity knocks 


Getting disabled people into 
work is all about breaking 
down employers’ “fear factor”. 
Chief executive of the Oppor- 
tunities for People with Disabili- 
ties charity, David Burgess, says 
once employers realise they have 
nothing to fear, many approach 
the charity to see if they can 
employ other disabled staff. 
Last year the charity was so suc- 
cessful in getting rid of the fear 
factor, that it found jobs for 1,192 
people with a range of 173 dis- 
abilities. Four years before only 
330 people were found work. 
The charity is a_ specialist 
employment service which helps 
secure jobs for disabled people 
by persuading employers to 
“recognise ability and potential”. 
Regional staff get to know dis- 
abled jobseekers and try to 
match their skills to the right 
job. Opportunities also net- 
works with local firms and sup- 
portive groups «such as 
Chambers of Commerce as well 
as local Employment Service 
Job Centres. 


Mr Burgess believes the con- 
tribution of its 13 regional 
offices has been paramount. 

“We actively involve jobseek- 
ers themselves now too and 
staff work hard to break down 
the fear factor. 

“We're not do-gooders and 
don’t send someone for a job 
just because they are disabled.” 

The imminent Disability Dis- 
crimination Act has not 
prompted employers to use 


Worker: Mark Williamson 


Opportunities, but it is prompt- 
ing more enquiries. 

“It’s a good indication that 
they might use us in the future.” 

The service is free for employ- 
ers and jobseekers and relies on 
corporate funding. But meeting 
costs is growing more difficult 
and Opportunities is pressing 
the Government for help. 

Mark Williamson, 27, from 
Bedlington Newcastle, 
found work as a produce assistant 
at Asda supermarket through the 


near 


Opportunities centre. 

Mark, who has epilepsy, had 
spent nine years on the dole and 
was at a low ebb. 

“IT was given a succession of 
no-hope schemes with poor 
employers who had no inten- 
tions of keeping me on,” he 
said. “Working at Asda has 
totally changed my life.” 

Mark says the firm is now 
planning to employ more dis- 
abled people as a result of his 
success. 


Tel: 0171-726 4961 


affect you - 


insurance 
pays off 


The DDA forces insurance 
companies to quote premiums 
for people with disabilities. 

It also requires them to be 
able to justify higher 
premiums, using statistical 
or other good evidence, such 
as medical reports or 
research. 

The Act applies to both 
life and general insurance. 
Policies bought before 

December 1996 and 
through some insurance 
intermediaries have 
until December 1997 before 
they must comply with the 
new law. 


Wheelchair users can enjoy a pint at the Sun Inn in Corfton, Shrop- 
shire, (left) after landlord Norman Pearce saw the problems they 
were having in getting into their local. 

He realised that the ground floor of his 17th Century pub — which 
is on six different levels — was losing him trade because it was inac- 
cessible to many disabled people. 

“A couple of elderly regulars were finding it increasingly difficult to 
use the pub as they got older and more disabled,” Mr Pearce said. 
“That’s when we started making improvements.” 

Two years and a few bags of cement later, he and wife Teresa had 
totally revamped the pub, at a cost of £1,600. 

“It may seem a lot, but a few months ago, a group of people with 
arthritis came for a meal. Four of them were in wheelchairs, and 
there were another 46 in the party. 

“Tf those four couldn’t get in, I would have lost 50 customers.” 
Every staircase in the Sun Inn was replaced with a ramp and a toile 
for disabled people was installed. 

Customers arriving in cars only have to beep their horn and one of 
the pub staff will go out and help them in. As a result, the pub won 
an award from the South Shropshire Access Group. 

“It’s definitely made a difference to business — nearly every day we 
have customers in wheelchairs or using sticks. We also get recom- 
mended, and lots of compliments.” 


Osta irs on 
tairlift. 


Are you enquiring for your Household [] or a relative living elsewhere L] 


NAME 


ADDRESS <a “ 


TELEPHONE 


Stairlifts 


POSTCODE ‘ 
Post to: Stannah Stairlifts Limited, Dept 8702, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3SD. 
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Being chair of the 
British Council of 
Disabled People is, 
Anne Rae admits, 
an ‘enormous’ job. 
Is she equal to it? 
Mary Wilkinson 
finds out. 


The first meeting with Anne 
Rae is cancelled. She rings to 
say she won’t be coming to 
London because she has 
toothache and a migraine. 

She puts the migraine down 
to tension. She has been 
phoning dentists in Macclesfield 
for an urgent appointment and 
only two are wheelchair 
accessible. One offered an 
appointment 26 days ahead; 
the other offered nothing. 

Eventually, her previous 
dentist in Manchester arranged 
for her to have treatment under 
a general anaesthetic. But she 
still had to wait over a week. 

Weak as she is, Anne is 
fuming. “My ex-dentist said I 
should have been referred to 
the local health authority who 
would have found me a dentist. 
Macclesfield failed completely, 
but that’s what we are up 
against.” 

The new chair of the British 
Council of Disabled People 
(BCODP) — 120 member 
organisations run by disabled 
people who regard themselves 
as the disability movement — 
may have lost a battle, but she’s 
still out to win the war. 

When we finally meet at her 
home outside Macclesfield, 


“J have very clear ideas about where the BCODP needs to go” 


which she shares with four cats 
and Nellie, a teenage mongrel, 
she spells it out. 

“Organisations ‘for’ disabled 
people (not run by disabled 
people) still have an inexplic- 
able faith in the powers of 
persuasion and education to 
change society. It is incredible 
to me that this softly, softly 
approach can win the day 
when we are asking people to 
give up vested interests.” 

She agrees that many improve- 
ments have been made, and 
BCODP has contributed — most 
recently, by persuading the 
Government that care payments 
can go direct to disabled people, 
and to give £80,000 a year for 
three years for an independent 
living resource unit in London. 


“Multi Position 


Postural Management 
Now With Pressure 


Relief” 


Easy to adjust tilt chairs for all day postural 


RICHARD HOLTON 


“But none of them really 
threatens the status quo.” 

Like other disabled activists, 
Anne Rae has travelled a 
familiar road. 

Born with cerebral palsy into 
a middle class family in Reigate 
56 years ago — her father, John 
Rae OBE, was a senior civil 
servant — she was sent away to a 
Shaftesbury Society school at the 
age of nine, after her mother died. 

When she was 15, the head- 
master of the local secondary 
modern, Reigate Priory, saw her 
playing with her brother and 
asked why she was not in his | 
school. As a result, she spent a 
year there, achieving some GCEs 
and ending up head girl. She was 
the only disabled pupil. 

Anne remembers going to 
school on the bus and sometimes 
opting to miss her stop rather 
than face the stares as she stood 
on the platform to ring the bell. 

School set her up to acquire 
secretarial skills and she had 
several jobs before coming to 
London and working at The 
Spastics Society. 

Her boss, Bill Hargreaves, 


her. “She was a powerful 
personality — for a secretary, a 
bit too powerful.” But not for a 
leader, he agrees, though she will 
have to watch her outspokenness. 

At her next job, the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association, she met 
Bert Massie, now director of 
RADAR, who cheerfully remem- 
bers: “She was quite fiery”. 

She was married, briefly. “I 
was rattling around trying to do 
everything everybody else did.” 

Then, in 1970, she read a 
letter from Paul Hunt in the 
Guardian calling for an 
organisation of disabled people 
and inviting people to respond. 
The Union of the Physically 
Impaired Against Segregation 
(UPIAS) was the result. 

“Everything suddenly made 
sense. If I was angry and I had 
had a nice life despite rejections 
(I was still walking then), what 
was happening to others with 
no transport, work, support? 
Society was doing them an 
enormous injustice. I haven’t 
been able to turn back on that.” 

After UPIAS came BCODP, 
where she has done pretty well 
everything from development 
worker to secretary and treasurer. 

Nominated for chair by three 
powerful member groups, 
Anne Rae sailed through 
unapposed in October. She is 
part of an all-woman honorary 
officers team which includes 
the formidable Rachel Hurst of 
Disabled People’s International. 
Will the sparks fly, I wonder. 

“Rachel’s long experience on 
the international scene gives us 
access to a wider group,” she 
says, diplomatically. 

She is very aware of the 
responsibility of being chair. “I 
know that the longer I’m in the 


Head girl of BCODP 


clear ideas of my own about 
where the BCODP needs to go.” 

She was put forward, she 
thinks, because she has a good 
grasp of the principles BCODP 
was based on. It is not about 
individual impairments and 
who should represent who. 

“We are about social change 
achieved by recognising that 
disabled people are discriminated 
against and oppressed by a 
society which has institutional 
barriers preventing our 
integration”, (the “social model”). 

It was not wrong, she thinks, 
for BCODP to campaign for 
full civil rights against the 
Government’s limited Disability 
Discrimination Act, or to keep 
going in the face of likely 
failure. “We really did think, or 
some of us did, that the Labour 
Party would deliver its promise, 
and when you have that kind of 
belief then you can’t give up.” 

Even if there is no policy shift 
for another eight years, she wants 
BCODP to draw up a Bill of its 
own. But it must also move on. 

In fact, her plans take BCODP 
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post (three years), the enormity ~ Nellie demanding attention 


of it will become more apparent. 
“It’s going to be difficult 
because I intend not to be an 


back to “the original vision” of 
gurus like Vic Finkelstein. 


management when sitting or lying in any position to 
sleep or play, now available. 

Now with super comfy LOLJZONE foam. Conforming 
to the body’s natural contours, TOLJZONE provides 
maximum comfort, firm support and pressure relief. 
New pressure monitoring service available using 
computer based QA monitors.» 


She wants to broaden its 
impact by developing well 
informed local groups that can 
manifestly speak for disabled 
people, and work at national or 
local level with planners and 
policy makers. 

“Without the development 
and support of the organisations, 
we have no movement.” 

She hopes to attract new 
members, including disabled 
people who are doing fine in 
mainstream and tend to ignore 
the battle against discrimination. 

She wants to show disabled 
people how potent the social 
model is. And she wants to see 
disabled people involved in 
mainstream controversies, like 
health care, education, 
euthanasia and eugenics. 

She certainly has her work cut 
out. But Anne Rae is resolute, 
experienced — and no teacher’s pet. 


himself disabled, remembers impartial chair. I have very 


G&M 


COACHWORK 
SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair 
accessible conversions based on 
most popular makes. 
Conversions on new or good 


quality used base vehicles. 
Also a stock of used, refurbished 
van conversions & mini buses. 


Conversions for 1 to 4 
wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering 
suspension. 

For advice & information on 
conversion & motability contact 
David Vooght. Tel: 01803 812260. 
Fax: 01803 813668. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


Symmetrikit, A Division of The Helping Hand Company 


Unit 8, Mariner, Lichfield Road Industrial Estate, 
Tamworth B79 7UL 


Tel: 01827 69992 Fax: 01827 67414 
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ADD EE eS Be 
Gifts yule love 


Alison Miller gets into the seasonal spirit 
with a host of Christmas presents 


Christmas shopping can be 
pretty stressful, so we ve done 
some of the hard work for you. 
Here s DN’s guide to the best 
gifts of 96 for all the family. 
For men and women, the 
Wonderbag is a stylish, multi- 
purpose bag. It has a memo 
pad, address book, key fob, 
credit card slots, mirror and 
outside pocket for glasses or 
mobile phone. Available in 
black, red and green soft nylon 


or leather, including mock croc. 


£9.99-£19.99 from Debenhams, 
House of Frazer and Alders. 

If you want to keep warm in 
style, Patra has a range of pure 
silk t-shirts from £15.95. For a 
catalogue, tel: 0181-209 1112. 

You can also keep out the 
January cold with a hat. Marks 
& Spencer has a comfy cube- 
type fleece hat for men or 
women that is easy to handle 
and costs £10. 

Keep warmth at your 
fingertips with Boots hand 
warmer. This portable, re- 
usable, non-electric warmer 
will fit in your pocket and 
comes complete with a 
washable cover for only £5.99. 

With Imetec s latest washable 
electric underblanket, night- 
times have never been cosier. It 
has an automatic switch off 
system with overheat protection. 


Christmas spirits: Marks & 
Spencer s Cocktail Bar 


Prices start at £29.99. 
Chocaholics beware—there s 
every kind of sweet treat in the 
shops this Christmas. For 
quality, you can t beat 
Bendicks. Try its white 
chocolate mints at £1.29. 
Available in high street stores. 
Thorntons and Boots have 
chocolates suitable for people 
with diabetes. Boots range 
includes a white chocolate 
polar bear at £3 and tempting 


Belgian flaked truffles at £3.25. 


You can also get specialist 
chocolate by post from D&D 
Chocolates. They have dairy 
free, sugar free and even cocoa 
free treats so whatever you are 
allergic to, you Il be able to 
indulge this Christmas. Tel: 
0171-722 2866. 


Need a hug? Give a home to a Mr Men soft toy. 


If you really want to get into 
the Christmas spirit, how about 
Marks & Spencer s Cocktail 
Bar? Comprising a Scl bottle of 
Cherry Brandy, Blue Curacoa, 
Creme de Menthe and 
Galliano, this set of brightly 
coloured liqueurs should cheer 
up anyone s Christmas stocking 
and costs £9.99. 

If your muscles are aching 
from Christmas shopping a few 
drops of Clarins Oil Relax 
could be just what you need. 
This soothing oil made from 
pure plant oil extracts is £19. 

Boots Natural Balance range 
of mens toiletries is ideal for a 
nineties man. These products 
contain plant extracts which 
help to cleanse and restore the 
skins natural balance. A stylish 
wooden box with bath gel, hair 
and body shower gel, soap, 
cotton face cloth and a wooden 
handled nail brush costs £10. 
Muscle soak bath crystals cost 
£4.50 and also come in an 
attractive wooden box with a 
wooden scoop. 


Kids stuff 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) has a new 
catalogue packed with gift 
ideas for children who are blind 
or visually impaired. If your 
child is a music lover, the RNIB 
recommends the Discovery key- 
board from Bontempi. This is 
designed for budding pop stars 
aged three to six. There are 200 
different sound combinations 
and a big poster-sized guide. 
Children can sing into the 
microphone or play an original 
tune. £23. For a catalogue, tel: 
0171-388 1266. 

How about a colourful cuddle 
from WH Smiths Mr Men 
cuddly soft toys? These cute 
characters cost £6.99 each. 
Smith s also has a range of 
stocking fillers for under £5 
including a bug viewer, jungle 
wellie pegs and even a mobile 
phone for young executives. 

tfh have a large selection of 
toys for children and teenagers 
with disabilities. For 
grandparents who may be 
unsure about what toys are 
suitable, tfh now have gift 
vouchers so parents can choose 
the perfect present. New this 
year are Star Net Lights. Hang 
them from a wall or ceiling 
and watch them shimmer, 
flicker or glow. £65. Or how 
about a set of fluorescent 
hoops and balls for £11.50? For 
a catalogue, tel: (01299) 
878360. 


Musical youth: a pint sized Pavarotti tries out the Discovery keyboard 


Equipment for your child can 
be dull. Make every day fun 
with a prehistoric present. Jenx 
has a range of adjustable 
standing frames in the shape of 
dinosaurs. Tel: 0114-285 3376. 

Children can get involved in 
the kitchen or garden with 
specially designed packs from 
Boots. How about growing 
some Potty Plants for £2 or 
baking Crunchy Eyeball 


Authorities. 


* Virtually maintenance free 
* Will lift 20st in weight 
* Plastic-coated steel frame 


Dont miss this very Special 
Limited Offer and make a BIG 
saving! 


NOW ONLY 


larger establishments. 


Dipper Bath Hoist Mk3 


The sure and easy way of getting in and out of the bath 
So neat, you II hardly notice it. Reliability — Always there when you need it 
most. The assistant operated DIPPER bath hoist is fitted simply and quickly 
over most oblong baths — acrylic or metal — No tools are needed. 

The winding handle allows the carer to gently lower and raise the user in 
comfort and safety. Easy side ways transfer makes the DIPPER bath hoist a 
super bathing aid. Stores away flat when not in use. 

This attractive, robust bath hoist will give you endless service and is used 
extensively in private and professional homes alike. Supplied to Local 


* Safe — Portable — Easy wipe clean surface 


* TRY ON APPROVAL, ask for details of sale-or-return OR take 
advantage of Sale Price and order TODAY! 


£295 si: 
: each £10 each 


Tel: 01686 627172 


DIPPER is perfect for the smaller 
home — ideal back-up hoist for 


Allow 28 days for delivery 
Full refund if not satisfied within 14 days 


Cookies for £3.50? 

Finally, something a bit fishy. 
Boots new sea collection of soft 
toys includes a seahorse, star fish 
and musical octopus. They are 
made of different textured fabric 
and will make noises when 
squeezed or shaken. £4-£10. 


With thanks to Anne Davies 
for her suggestions. 


Usually £350.00 + Carriage 


JACKSON MEDICAL LTD 
HOLLIES LANE, NEWTOWN, 
POWYS SY16 4JD 
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| ook good for less. With a few pounds, a bit of 

: time and a touch of imagina- 
Try something tion, you can dress to impress 
nea rly new, says for this year’s party season. 


Charities like Oxfam, Scope, | 
Cancer Research and Help the 
Aged all have shops selling sec- 
ond-hand clothes around the 
country. Most big cities have at 
least one second-hand market. 

On a good day you can find 
anything from a feather boa to a 
three piece suit, so looking glam- 
orous needn’t cost the earth. 

DN asked two teenagers to 
check out the second-hand stalls 
at Camden Market in London. 

Alice Lester, 18, has scoliosis. 
She found lots of things she 
liked but the cream dress with | 
blue flowers was her favourite. 
Variety is the spice of life: Sammy and Alice find you can get any- “The frill at the top is quite 
thing second-hand from fur coats to hats and feathers good as it disguises the lump,” 
she says. “The bottom half was 
quite tight, so I’d have to wear 
a jacket over it. You can wear 
tight-fitting clothes but you 
have to have a bit of extra fab- | 
ric or wear a jacket.” 

Alice, from Middlesex, 
thought anything like a scarf or 
feather boa was good. “Where 
your body isn’t symmetrical 
you just need a bit of extra 
material or some layers.” 

Londoner Sammy El-Kashef, 

17, has cerebral palsy. He liked 
the 70s style patchwork leather 
coat with the silver shirt, but he 
was a bit shocked at some of 


the prices in Camden. 
Fi O ld up, and \ “A lot of disabled people don’t 


fy | have much money. These clothes | 
really are a bit overpriced.” 
O wane aura Way You do have to shop around if 


Alison Miller. 


you’re buying second-hand. 
The only colour co-ordinated pushchair for Sa ey 

amden tend to charge too 
children with postural problems : much, but you can find some 
} bargains. A dress in good con- 
dition may set you back £20. 

Your local charity shop may 
not have as much choice, but 
will charge a lot less and you 
may find just what you’re look- 
ing for. Happy hunting! 


A book, Clothes to Suit: 
Scoliosis and Fashion, costs 


5 z : £5.50 from the Scoliosis 
One of the fold-A-ways main the side of the buggy means Bb Assoéiation. teh'0181296#5343 
features is its unique folding the seat can be adjusted into a —_" ; 


system. The back is hinged to __ variety of seating positions to 
allow the seat to fold flat, suit your child. All fold-A-way 
thereby taking up minimum covers are detachable from the 
boot space. pushchair and fully machine 
A gas spring mechanism on washable. 


For) your free colour ae ae (017 94) 511555, or complete and return the coupon. net 


Nee Poecae Tendercare 
eet 
Hampshire Medical Developments Limited. 


Appollo House, The Quadrangle, 
Postcode Abbey Park, Hampshire SO51 9AQ. 


Address: 
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Time warp: Alice finds some fifties print dresses (above and 
below), while Sammy goes for the 70s look (right) and brightens up 
the winter with a Hawaiian shirt and shades (left) 


Stationlink 


low-floor bus 


» The easy way 
to travel 
between 
» London’s 
main stations. 


Paddi 
addington Low cost and low-floor, the fon aeues 


‘ 


JAMIE FACER 


DON'T BELIEVE YOUR EYES! 


Marylebone Stationtin’’ ie ital London Bridge 

This is a Multifunctional Nursing Bed with height adjustment. Euston illite db an Waterloo 
g ae King’s Cross/ for all those who find making Victoria 

St Pancras cross-London connections Wictora 


Liverpool Street something of a challenge. Coach Station 


For a free leaflet giving full details, 
Re phone 0171-918 3312 or 
—-) return the coupon below to 
U.D.P., London Transport, 


172 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W 9TN 


Please send me a free Stationlink timetable leaflet. 


This Volker Home Nursing Bed from BaKare Beds is fully adjustable to "sit U up" at 
the touch of a button, and with motorised height adjustment to "stand U up" or for Nursing. 


BaKare Bed s PLYMOUTH PL7 4JH 
Tel: 01752 342222 


Unit 17, Bell Park 
Bell Close, Plympton 
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Win theatre 


ticket 


You can consider yourself really 
lucky if you win tickets to the 
fabulous production of Oliver! 
at the wheelchair accessible 
London Palladium. 

We’ve got two pairs of tickets 
to give away to the first names 


Offers not open to DN 
staff or associates. The 


first names picked at 
random will win. 


£100 worth of chocolates to be won 


pulled out of a hat. 

The tickets are valid from 
Monday to Thursday before 30 
January 1997. The winners 
will :be asked to choose what 
date is best for them. 

TV star Robert Lindsay plays 
Fagin in the critically acclaimed 
production of Lionel Bart’s 
musical based on Charles 
Dickens’ Oliver Twist. 

This tale of the orphaned 
Oliver and his adventures in 


Indulge yourself with a box of 
Thorntons chocolates. We’ve 
got ten boxes of Italian Conti- 
nental chocolates to give away 
worth £4.99 each. Each box 
contains a tantalising selection 
of chocolates with flavours like 
Cappucino and Tiramisu. We’ve 


Victorian 
London 
appeals to young 
and old alike and 
the show is jam- 

packed full of classic 
songs like “Food 

Glorious Food” and “Pll 
Do Anything”. 

Send your name and address 
to: Oliver, DN, address on page 
2. Closing date: 9 December 
1996. 


also got ten boxes of Thorntons 
luxury Diabetic Assortment, 
also worth £4.99 each. 

Just send a postcard with your 
name and address to: Chocs, 
DN, address on page 2. Mark the 
card “Diabetic” if required. Clos- 
ing date: 20 December 1996. 


The Which? Good Food Guide 
1997 is a must for every food 

lover. It contains reports about 
the best eateries in the country. 
As well as describing the food, 


wine and atmosphere, the book 


details facilities for disabled 
people, travel directions and 
opening times. It costs £14.99 
but we’ve got ten free copies to 
give away. Send your name and 
address to: Good Food offer, 


DN, address on page 2. Closing 


date: 20 December 1996. 


WHICH: 
BOOKS #3 i 


TH Es 


Good Food 
Guide 1997 


‘The book that doesn't se much tempt the palate 
aS seize itin a passionate embrace...” 


McKissock’s Wood by Sue 
McDougall is an adventure 
story for children aged eight- 
13. We’ve got ten copies to 
give away. The book’s hero is 
Sam, a deaf child. One of Sue 
McDougall’s own children is 
deaf and she wanted to create 
a strong character with a dis- 
ability that any child could 
identify with. To win a copy, 
send your name and address 
to Wood offer, DN, address 
on page 2. Closing date: 20 
December 1996. 


The 4th UNISON National 

Disabled Member’s Conference 
14 to 16 February 1997 
Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool 


Contact your UNISON branch secretary for details or call 
Gloria Foran, UNISON Equalities Section on 0181-854 2244 ext 336 
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Four black disabled performers 
jet off to America to take part in 
a major international “special 
arts” festival — and you just 
know it will end in tears. 

This collaboration between 
Graeae and the lesser known 
Basic Theatre Company is a 
curious, and not wholly 
successful, hybrid. 

Written and directed by Ray 
Harrison Graham from Basic, 
the play is so jam-packed full of 
issues it often feels more like 
Theatre in Education (TIE) 
than adult theatre. And not 
very good TIE at that. 

The problem is that too many 
questions are raised and not 
adequately explored. They 
remain snapshots of vaguely 
connected ideas. And what is 
presented as the show’s climax 
belongs in a completely 
different play. Led by issues and 
plot, the play becomes 
confused and didactic, with 
many of the characters 
underdeveloped and 
unsympathetic. 

The International Special Arts 
organisation fronted by the 
character Jean Marie 
Kellerman is an obvious 
allusion to Very Special Arts in 
America. But in the play the 


Sympathy for the Devil 


Deborah A Williams in Sympathy for the Devil 


white, non-disabled, 
patronising organisers lack any 
real bite because they are 
simply two-dimensional. 

There are moments where a 
strong sense of black humour is 
evident, and ideas about black 
disabled people torn between 


two minority groups are raised. 
But much gets lost in the 
general melée. 

Cinematic direction gave us 
lots of short scenes and 
blackouts. This can be wearing 
on the audience. A misplaced 
sign language interpreter meant 


SIMON LEIBOWITZ 


deaf people could either watch 
what was being said or the 
action — not both. 

Graeae’s contribution to all 
this is unclear, but one thing is 
for sure — it’s not a match made 
in heaven. 

Yvonne Lynch 


Michael ae 


After a few lean 
months, disabil- 
ity is back in the 
frame with two 
films that drew 
considerable 
praise at this 
year’s Cannes festival. 

It’s hard to approach Breaking 
the Waves without a certain 
degree of prejudice. 


Exploitative: Jean-Marc Barr as Jan in 


The plot centres on an oil 
rigger, Jan. He becomes 
disabled and sends his naive 
wife, Bess, out to enjoy the sex 
life they are now denied in order 
to recount her experiences. This 
hardly creates an expectation of 
political correctness. 

Finding that Bess also has 
schizophrenia confirms that 
Breaking the Waves is going to 
be as exploitative of disabled 
people and women as any low 
brow slasher movie. 

But the film does rise above 
the baseness implied by this 
summary. Jan and Bess’s 


ee 


reaking the Waves 


relationship is set agaifist the 
backdrop of a highly religious 
and repressive Scottish island 
community. While Jan’s request 
is perverse, and as unlikely as 
Bess’s compliance, it is 
intended to be an affirmation 
of life, love and sensuality 
against a background of 
repression. 

This is all well and good, but 
director Lars Von Trier doesn’t 
convey his message well. 

He intends to show that Bess 
and Jan’s relationship reaches 
metaphysical heights, yet they 
are unable to survive Jan’s 
accident without Bess having to 
go through very physical 
experiences. 

This seems to say that love is 
only possible with sex and that 
disabled people are unable to 
attain either. 

The Eighth Day appears to be 
similarly life-affirming but, 
judging by the trailers, it has a 
more entertaining approach to 
the subject. 

It looks like a French version 
of Rain Man, witha 
disillusioned yuppie teaming 
up with Georges, a man with 
learning difficulties whom he 
almost runs over. 

Unlike Dustin Hoffman in 


Rain Man, Georges is played 


by a man with learning 
difficulties, Pascal Duquenne. 
The role brought him a best 
actor award at Cannes, so it 
will be interesting to see what 
his future holds. 


Newcastle’s 2nd Deaf Film and 
Television Festival attracted 
deaf film makers from all over 
Europe to explore deaf issues in 
the media. 

The festival, at the Tyneside 
Cinema, ran during Deaf 
Awareness Week, from 16-20 
October, with screenings, 
discussions and workshops. 

The Channel 4 Award for 
Deaf film and programme 
makers was won by a Finnish 
tv programme, Dancer in the 
Silence of 100 DB. Britain’s 
Four Fingers and a Thumb 
came second. 


Video top five 


1. BROKEN ARROW (Fox Guild): 
Explosive adventure with Slater 
and Travolta. 


2. TOY STORY (Walt Disney): oD 


Computer animated kids’ caper. 


3. TWELVE MONKEYS (Poly- 


gram): Time travelling tale. 


4, THE BIRDCAGE (MGM/UA): 
Comedy with Robin Williams. 


5. UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 
(EV): Newshound Michelle 
Pfeiffer falls for Robert Redford. 


oO Closed captions 
Chart supplied by MIRB 


Chris Davies 
CR a ee wae ee 


To celebrate 
sixty years of 
BBC ty, Auntie’s 
All Time Greats 
(3 November) 
gave awards to 
performers and 
programmes chosen by viewers. 

Two went to Victoria Wood 
who was so laid back and 
under-whelmed that you 
wonder why she performs at 
all. 

As part of the programme, 
she resurrected her Crossroads 
spoof “Acorn Antiques” — an 
attack on the attempts to bring 
under-represented groups such 
as gay and disabled people into 
sitcoms and drama. 

As someone who has made it 
despite sexist prejudice, Ms 
Wood should be the last person 
to criticise positive 


discrimination. Perhaps gender 
politics are no longer relevant 
to her. Whatever the reason, it 
is sad that the BBC’s drives to 
better represent the whole of 
society should be savaged in 
such a high profile manner. 

The last three in the series of 
Over The Edge (BBC2) were 
shown in October. “To Walk a 
Crooked Mile” (8 October), 
celebrated female sexuality in a 
style reminiscent of David 
Hevey, but distinctly different. 
A great first film from 
Alexandra Scott, Elspeth 
Morrison’s “Mandy and Gary’s 
Comedy Quest” (4 October), 
parodied Mission Impossible 
by showing Mandy Colleran, a 
very political disabled 
comedian from Liverpool, 
trying to change the style of a 
very apolitical liberal comedian 
Gary Skyner, to no effect. 
“Inside Outsiders” (15 
October) was an excellent piece 
of investigative journalism into 
the Outsiders Club by Harriet 
Gaze. This series is the best yet, 
and its early evening sister, 
From The Edge (from 16 
October, BBC) is also showing 
signs of great improvement. 

Sign On (26 October) 
returned with a mix-up which 
meant the wrong edition was 
shown, without on-screen 
subtitles. 

But its return does give me the 
chance to put the record 
straight. Last month I said that 
the Channel 4 programme was 
the first to have accessible news 
analysis for deaf and hearing 
impaired people. Not so. See 
Hear were first with their 
analysis of the Gulf War. 

Access to the news is crucial, 
and deaf and hearing impaired 
people have very little. See Hear 
Breakfast News Daily should 
be the precedent for ITN to 
follow. 


ee eee a en 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 
Minicom: 0171-436 9914 Fax: 0171-436 4582 


e-mail:dnow@d-access.demon.co.uk 


Entitled to the same choice 


As the 15 December applica- 
tion deadline for the UCAS 
(Universities and Colleges 
Admission Services) approaches, 
may I warn all disabled students 
who wish to follow a degree 
course and live away from home. 

Universities may reject you 
after you have made your 
choice, not on academic 
grounds but on 
accommodation grounds. If 
you wish to live on campus and 
require personal care, a 
university may feel it cannot 
accommodate you for a variety 
of reasons. When it informs 
UCAS, it must state the reason. 
You can then select another 
university. 

If the university does not give 
a reason, you lose out on the 


available six choices. 

Because one institution 
neglected to state that 
accommodation was the reason 
it could not offer my son a 
place, his choice was restricted 
to five. Luckily, he gained 
entrance to the university of his 
first choice and is happily 
living on campus with a 
comprehensive care package. 

So those of you who are 
looking forward to university 
next year, be aware that your 
academic qualifications may 
not be in question, your care 
needs may be complicated, but 
you are still entitled to the 
same choice as able bodied 
students. 

Jennifer Stephens 
Waterlooville, Hants. 


What’s all the fuss about? 


I was surprised to hear that 
there has been discord about 
the licensing of the Volkswagen 
Sharan taxi. 

I have used it on a number of 
occasions and for me it is the 
most comfortable ride I have 
had since I had to use a 
wheelchair. 

The black cabs are very 
difficult for me. I have a rigid 
(chair) leg so have to travel 
sideways and on more than one 
occasion it has tipped sideways. 
As the driver is partitioned off 
in his seat, there was no way he 


could have helped. 

Some of my friends who have 
arthritis find the steps high and 
the near floor seats very 
unsuitable. The Sharan front 
seat has high support for back 
problems. 

The swivel seat at the rear is 
ideal if you have a youngster in 
a chair to attend to. 

I have no ulterior motive in 
recommending these cars except 
that they are ideal for my very 
awkward chair (and me). 

Mary Curran 
Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne 


Independent 
and proud of it 


The BSTA advert (DN Novem- 
ber, page 8), seems to us to be 
implying that if a company is 
not a member of BSTA its stan- 
dards are suspect. 

We think this is totally untrue 
and misleading. 

In our opinion, BSTA is a 
trade association dominated by 
a handful of very large, powerful 
multinationals. For this reason 
we have made a conscious 
decision not to belong to it. 

However, our standards and 
our quality control are certainly 
as high as those of the companies 
BSTA represents, and our 
integrity and our commercial 
ethics are without question. 

To be a member of BSTA is 
merely to be a member of a 
trade association. It is not an 
institute of standards. 
Francesca Garman 
Marketing Director 
Mangar International 
Powys, Wales 


Brickbats 


I greatly enjoy reading your 
paper, but was stunned to see an 
article by Spike Breakwell about 
the Paralympics (DN October). 
I am sure it was written in jest 
to poke fun at the idea not the 
people. But from all the people 
I have spoken to, we find it 
offensive and demeaning. Mr 
Breakwell should confine this 
type of humour to clubs. 
Jean Hasketh 
Bilston, West Midlands 


I wish to object strongly to the 
inclusion of your parent’s views 
on physical punishment (DN 
August). You have merely served 
to legitimise the continued 
abuse of children in our society. 
Angela Lea 

Kidderminster, Worcs. 


Student diary 


Struggling 
to get to 


lectures 
by Marigold Hope 


So far, the first term of my sec- 
ond year at Edinburgh univer- 
sity has been racy and eventful. 
It’s as though the summer holi- 
days never happened — although 
I’ve paid for my energetic visit 
to Egypt and Israel with fairly 
full-on leg limitations again. 

Inspired by my travelling, Pve 
chosen to do Middle Eastern 
history as an outside subject. 
All my classes are stimulating 
this year and everyone is 
treating work more seriously. 

Still, ’'ve found time to do 
lots of extra curricular 
activities. My sister came to 
stay now I’m ina flat, and my 
best friend is coming in a week. 

I celebrated my 21st birthday 
by having a large, mad party. 
And there have been plenty of 
flat warming parties. Friends 
keep fit by carrying me up and 
down stairs. 

I’m frustrated by being 
denied the chance to dance at 
nightclubs. I keep fit by going 
to jazz dance, albeit with me 
doing my moves “sat down”. 
I’ve also joined the choir. And 
I’m involved in raising 
awareness of disability issues. 

It’s a struggle getting lectures 
moved to ground floor rooms. 
So far I have had to have 
private lectures for one subject. 
I hate being separated from the 
rest of the class — or being 


The DN reader survey results 
are still being analysed. We will 
have them next month — Editor 


Sales/Demo FREEPHONE HOTLINE 0500 434 493 


AGENT/DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME. 


CJS CUSTOM Unit 1 Meadow Lane Industrial Estate, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral, L65 4TY. Tel 0151 355 4393 Fax 0151 355 4171 


carried. I’m often late for other 
lectures because I take longer, 
stairless routes. 

I see a vicious circle. Disabled 
students won’t come to 
Edinburgh until it’s accessible. 
But until disabled students do 
come here, the rest of the 
student population remains 
unaware of disability issues and — 
there is not a loud or strong 
enough call for disabled access. 
So disabled students stay away 
and disabled students here 
remain isolated. 

Freshers week didn’t include 
anything about disability, even 
though there are more disabled 
students this year, particularly 
people with sensory disabilities. 

Our wonderful disability 
officer, now in a more.accessible 
room, has motivated me to 
organise articles in the student 
papers, a debate and a display 
to celebrate the International 
Week for People with 
Disabilities (19 November-7 
December) organised by the 
Edinburgh Council. 

It does feel like things are 
changing for the better. The 
student council representatives 
realise disability is not a 
welfare issue but an equal 
opportunities one. Calls for 
improved access in halls of 
residence continue. 

My regular treatment at the 
osteopath and all the taxis I get 
give me a chance to talk to 
people outside the student 
bubble. Edinburgh is on the 
whole a very friendly place. But 
I wouldn’t want to repeat the 
first, unfamiliar, year again. 


Down under 
London Underground’s hyper- 
bole has made the Hillingdon 
Station Access Campaign see 
red. The new leaflet is headed: 
“Getting around London is now 
even easier”. For Cllr Shirley 
Virando that’s “as far from the 
truth as you can get”. Comments 
please, especially from manag- 
ing director, Denis Tunnicliffe. 


National health no service 
Danae Penn, of the EC’s trans- 
port directorate, was speaking at 
the National Information Forum’s 
AGM. She told how her husband 
had a stroke and was taken to 
the national health trust hospital 
in Milton Keynes. There was no 
information, no privacy, poor care. 
But they did have a restaurant. 
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Women with children who 
have special needs are trapped’ 


Parents are not 
given the financial 
and emotional 
support they need, 
says Sue Lear 


It can be easy to forget how 
hard it is caring in the day to 
day turmoil of normal family 
life — until you get to breaking 
point. 

When Kate was born in 1988 
our family was complete. We 
already had one daughter 
Rebecca, aged five at the time. 

Kate was a lovely, happy baby 
who slept and fed well and 
never cried. At twelve weeks 
she won a beautiful baby com- 
petition. At thirteen months 
Kate developed what we 
thought was a heavy cold. We 
ended up in hospital because 
she had a Grand Mal seizure. 

As time went on she was hav- 
ing febrile convulsions. A few 
months later she had a brain 
scan and we were told she had a 
rare brain disorder called Agen- 
esis of the Corpus Callosum. 

Lots of professionals became 
involved in our lives to assess 
Kate’s development. Mobility. 
seemed to be the only thing that 
was developing at the right level. 

We had bypassed the local 
child development centre 
because her problems had not 
been recognised by our health 
visitor or doctor and she had 
several admittances to hospital. 

She also had severe epilepsy 
which was not under control 
because the drugs did not seem 
to work. Tests revealed she also 
had severe learning difficulties. 

Caring for a disabled child 
can be exhausting and some- 
times your thoughts turn to 
respite care. Then you realise 
the limitations of what health 
and social services can offer. 
More facilities are provided by 
the private and public sector in 
cities, but in rural areas like 
North Yorkshire, where I live, 
these are severely restricted. 

Other problems arise if you 
have a child who needs to have 
medication administered, such 
as rectal Valium for epilepsy. 
We have requested home-based 
respite care for Kate but, three 
years on, we are still waiting. 
We have been given lots of rea- 
sons why Kate cannot use the 
local family support unit at one 
time or another and bookings 
need to be made in advance. 

A scheme called Sharing Car- 
ing, which uses a family who 
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are trained and:screened as fos- 
ter carers, is being promoted by 
our social services. But, like 
most families, we do not want 
to use this scheme because it is 
too much like fostering. 

We do not want another family 
looking after our child. It makes 
us feel as if we can’t cope and are 
not adequate parents. It is bad 
enough having to ask for help 
and feeling a failure because 
Kate was not born “normal” — 
if there is such a thing. 


Working doesn’t work 
Finding work is another big 
problem. Getting a job with 
hours to suit when you may be 
called away at any time to 
attend to your child is hard 
enough. When you do get a job, 
you find that you can only earn 
up to £50 per week before 
Invalid Care Allowance is with- 
drawn or cut, 

This £50 earnings limit has 
been in place for at least three 
years and there are no signs of it 
increasing. During this time the 
cost of living has increased and 
some people have had pay rises, 
but carers who are trying to 
work and keep a reasonable 
lifestyle lose out. 

Working full time is the other 
alternative, but carers cannot 


Sue Lear with Kate 


take on any more responsibili- 
ties on top of caring for their 
disabled children. 

One parent families can be 
offered vouchers for their chil- 
dren to attend nurseries; unem- 
ployed people are offered a 
wealth of training opportunities 
and discounts on evening classes, 
and there are opportunities for 
women with children to return 


but no offers of help, advice or 
support. It was like being on a — 
fairground ride. We couldn’t 

get off. The pressures were 
becoming unbearable. 

Because of the sheer size of 
North Yorkshire, families have 
to travel great distances to 
attend hospital. 

Families are usually isolated 
in small villages and their chil- 
dren’s needs are not understood 
by their families and friends. 

A lifeline was thrown to me by.a 
development worker called 
Eileen Brereton. Another mother 
of a child with a severe learning 
disability had approached her to 
see if a support group for carers 
could be set up. I was asked to 
help with the inaugural meet- 
ing and, as a result, Families 
and Friends Support Group 
was launched in 1991. 

The group has grown over the 
last five years because parents 
did not have anyone else to talk 
to. We have children with a 
range of disabilities but we share 
problems like emotional worries 
and lack of support. Sometimes 
it is easier to be with parents and 
children in similar situations. 

I now channel any energy 
towards helping carers of chil- 
dren like myself and getting 
statutory agencies to listen to 
the voice of parents. 

After all, we know best. We are 
the ones doing a 24-hour-day, 
seven-day a week job of caring. 
Someone once said to me that 
caring never ends — we care 
from their cradle to our graves. 
Never a truer word was spoken. 
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to work, but what about carers? 
Women with children who have 
special needs are trapped. 


DIY support 

Nobody asked us how we felt 
in the 11 months after we were 
told about Kate’s disabilities. 
When she was discharged from 
hospital we were given a pre- 
scription and an appointment 


Families and Friends Support 
Group, tel: (01609) 780113 


rf UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


SUPERIOR VEHICLE CONVERSIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
WISHING TO TRAVEL IN THEIR OWN WHEELCHAIRS. MOST AVAILABLE ON MOTABILITY. 


CALL OUR SALES HOTLINE NOW ON (Charged 


0345 413348 


at local 


rate) 


For Free Information Pack and Details of this month’s Special Offers 


INTRODUCING FIVE OF OUR TOP SELLING VEHICLES 


DIAHATSU HIJET 
— FREEDOM 
Extremely popular 
small M.P.V. Cost 
effective, but can 
still carry one 
wheelchair 
passenger and 
four able-bodied 
passengers. 


Pandit hy 
& —— 


FULL RANGE OF DRIVING 
ADAPTATIONS FOR ALL OUR 
VEHICLES SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED. SWIVEL SEATS 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


VW CARAVELLE 
Ultimate flexibility 
best describes this 

multi purpose 

2 vehicle. A favourite 

". buy for both 
individuals and 
organisations 
requiring a choice 
of seating options. 


VAUXHALL COMBO 
Offers increased 
choice for our 
customer. Super 
all round vision for 
the wheelchair 
passenger. 
Available in a 
number of base 
vehicle options. 


fees FIAT FIORINO 
The cornerstone of 
Sm the Universal 
B stable built to our 
industries leading 
specification, this 
meeq vehicle is price 
"ea sensitive and our 
best seller year on 
year. 


FORD COURIER 
Superb looking 
vehicle, well received 
by our customers 

B carries 1 wheelchair 
_, Passenger and 4 
able-bodied 
passengers. 

* Available with 

= automatic gearbox. 


Head Office: Jordans, Partridge fang’ vay Blicess RH12 4RW Tel: 01293 871019 
Works and Northern Office: Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse HD6 1LL Tel: 01484 400795 


NO NONSENSE VEHICLE CONVERSIONS 
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22 City focus « London 


Capital Christmas 


Thousands of disabled visitors come to 
London each year, but plan ahead to 
enjoy your trip, says Jane Dunford. 


A trip to London would hardly 
be complete without a visit to 
one of the top shows. Oliver! at 
the London Palladium, tel: 
0171-494 5020 is an energetic 
production in an accessible 
theatre. Easiest access is from a 
side entrance, where there are 
two parking spaces for disabled 
people. Hosts show you to your 
seats and bring refreshment. 
Sloped floors lead to the bar and 
toilets and there are headsets for 
people with a hearing impair- 
ment. (Win tickets, see p18). 

For something to get you in 
the festive spirit, a pantomime 
is hard to beat. Robin Hood at 
Wimbledon theatre, tel: 0181- 
540 0362 stars Paul Nicholas. It 


Oliver! in action 


is accessible and has signed 
performances. 

Theatres vary in accessibility. 
The National Theatre, tel: 
0171-633 0880 and the Royal 
Festival Hall, tel: 0171-928 
3002 produce their own access 
guides. 

Artsline (see p23 for phone 
number) has information on all 
venues and has just launched 
Open Door, a guide to fringe 
theatres in London. 

“Smaller theatres are 
becoming more accessible,” 
said Pauline Guthrie of 
Artsline. “A stipulation for 
receiving lottery funds is that 
theatres are accessible, so it's 
beginning to happen.” 


MICHAEL LE POER TRENCH 


Tour leader: Jackie Scott 


Sightseeing 
made easy 


If you want to visit London but 
don't want the hassle, there are 
organisations which can do the 
work for you. - 

Can Be Done, tel: 0181-90 
2400, organises tailor-made 
holidays and tours in London 
for groups and individuals. 

Managing director Jackie 
Scott set up the company ten 
years ago when she was 
diagnosed as having MS. 

“T was annoyed when it first 
became a problem for me to 
get around, and the idea of 
setting up a company like Can 
Be Done sprang from that,” 
she says. 

“We will do whatever people 
want, from just booking hotels 
and travel to organising 
sightseeing trips. 

“Tourism in London is much 
better than it used to be, more 
and more things are becoming 
accessible, even if you cannot 
use main entrances. It’s just a 
question of knowing where to 


” 


go. 

William Forrester, tel: (01483) 
575 401, is another London- 
based guide who leads tours 
using accessible taxis for 
individuals or groups. 

A day touring with William 
costs about £150 plus fares. 


Travel is 
a trauma 


“Getting around London as a 
disabled person can be a night- 
mare,” says Ruth Bashall, co- 
author of a report on public 
transport published by the 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People (GLAD). 

“Using a wheelchair on the 
underground is frightening. It’s 
not worth the trouble unless 
you have a hefty pusher and 
light-weight chair, but it really 
depends on how confident you 
are. Few buses are accessible 
and taxis are expensive — 
things really do need to be 
improved.” 

Travelling around London is 
tricky, especially in the rush 
hour. GLAD estimates that 
more than 450,000 disabled 
Londoners cannot use public 
transport. This does not 
include the thousands of 
disabled visitors each year. 

London’s underground 
system is the oldest and 
deepest in the world which 
means steps, escalators and 
gaps between train and 
Fd is . ie >— 


Tube travel is difficult for wheelchair users 


platform are inevitable. London 
Transport runs eight bus routes 
with low-floor, accessible buses 
in the London area but none, 
except for Stationlink, which 
links all main railway stations, | 
go into the céntre.’ | 
British Rail stations vary in 
accessibility but the Docklands | 
Light Railway in east London is. 
completely accessible. By the 
year 2000 all taxis will have to 
be wheelchair accessible. 
Tripscope, tel : 0181-994 9294 
provides excellent, free 
information on the easiest and — 
cheapest way of travelling and — 
London Transport's Disabled _ 
Passengers’ Unit, tel: 0171-918 ~ 
3312 gives helpful advice. 
Driving into Lcndon could be 
the solution. Parking is not 
always as bad as you expect, 
although the orange badge 
scheme does not operate in 
central London. The Evening 
Standard London Parking Map 
and a leaflet Information for 
Orange Badge holders (tel: 
0171-747 4700) both help. 


Ruth Bashall: travel problems 
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THE GUARDIAN 
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What does the forthcoming British winter 


Residential and day students with 
disabilities work alongside their 
non-disabled peers in an 
environment promising equal 
access to a broad curriculum of 
academic and vocational study — 
as well as independent living skills 
and conductive education, 
underpinned by 24 hour medical 
and enabling services. 


To receive a Prospectus or arrange 


a visit please contact Admissions, Hereward College, Bramston 
Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, Coventry CV4 9SW. 


Tel: 01203 461231 (Fax: 694305). Minicom facility available. You 
can now also visit our Website: 
http://www.dmcl.com/hereward isi 


Hereward College exists to provide education and training to its 


community of customers. 


Opportunities for everyone 


have in store for us? Well, it's notoriously fickle, 
but if you want to be prepared, no matter what 
Mother Nature sends, you can't do better than 
consider the Simplantex range. 


For your free brochure detailing our new 
range of fashion and weatherwear products 
and a no obligation money-off voucher for your 
first order, ring our hotline now. The first step 
towards comfort, warmth and looking good. 


Look Good and 
Feel Great 


> HOTLINE 01323 644221 es , 
FOR ALL THAT'S BEST IN WHEELCHAIR WEAR 


PLANTEX PROTECTIVE WEATHERWEAR RANGE, PLUS ALL NEW 
__- “TAILORED” JEANS, CHINOS, BLAZERS and TROUSERS ; 

Dept DN12, Healthcare House, Willowfield Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN22 8AP. 

-’ Telephone 01323 411618. Fax 01323 412781. Internet www.simpiantex.co.uk 


SIMmgan LOX + He sim 
lth Care 
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Bright lights 
in a big city 


Take your time and plan ahead 
— that's the key to enjoying a 
stay in London. It’s easy to get 
overwhelmed by Europe’s 
largest city, home to seven mil- 
lion people. Getting around on 
public transport is difficult if 
you’re in a wheelchair and 
access to restaurants, hotels 
and galleries really varies. 

But help is at hand. Access in 
London, is a comprehensive 
guide which will help you to 
make the most of your visit. 
For details write to 39 Bradley 
Gardens, London W13 8HE. 

Finding an accessible, cheap 
place to stay is not easy — 
especially if you want a wheel- 
in shower. The Holiday Care 
Service (HCS), tel: (01293) 774 
535, provides advice and can 
sometimes get discounts. 

At the top end of the market, 
the Mount Royal Hotel in 
Marble Arch, tel: 0171 629 
8040, has adapted rooms with 
wheel-in showers, but at £170 a 
night for two it’s not cheap. 

The Copthorne Tara Hotel in 
Kensington, tel: 0171 937 7211, 
has adapted rooms and costs 
£83 a night for two at the 
weekends when booked 
through HCS. 

A cheaper option south of the 
river is the Rotherhithe Youth 
Hostel, tel: 0171-937 0748. 


This has accessible rooms with 
wheel-in showers. It costs 
£19.75 each for adults, but you 
need to be a YHA member, or 
have at least one YHA member 
for a group of ten. Chains like 
Novotel, Ibis and Forte are 
reasonably priced and 
generally have decent access. 

There are so many sights, 
galleries and museums worth 
visiting in London, you won't 
be stuck for things to do. 

The Tower of London — one 
of the capital's prime tourist 
attractions — produces a 
detailed access leaflet. Tel: 
0171-709 0765. 

If you plan to visit 
Buckingham Palace, 
wheelchair users must book in 
advance on 0171-839 1377. It 
gets very busy and there are 
steps to negotiate. 

The Barbican in the City has 
galleries, bars, cinemas and 
theatres and is accessible. Most 
of the main galleries have 
wheelchair access. 

The number of theatres, 
cinemas and concert halls in 
London is endless. For 
information about access call 
Artsline, tel: 0171-388 2227. 

If you want to strut your 
funky stuff until the early 
hours, London’s nightlife is 
hard to beat. Access is often a 


Regent Street gets festive 


problem in smaller clubs which 
usually have steps. 

The Ministry of Sound in 
Elephant and Castle, tel: 0171- 
378 6528 is among the most 
accessible. It has an adapted 
loo and ramps throughout. 

For a quieter night and live 
music try The Jazz Cafe in 
Camden, tel: 0171-916 6060. 

Pubs and bars abound but 
again many are not wheelchair 
accessible. Many of the JD 
Wetherspoon pubs such as 179, 
Upper Street, Islington, are 
accessible with adapted loos. 

When it comes to getting a 
bite to eat you'll be spoilt for 
choice. Although there is no 
comprehensive guide to 
accessible restaurants, The 
Association of Restaurant 
Diners, tel: 0181-888 8080, can 


Fun for all the family 


Despite the myriad tourist 
attractions in London, Sega- 
world in Piccadilly's Trocadero 
expects 5,000 people a day to 
visit its newly arrived hedge- 
hog, writes Trevor Kent. 

Quite how the world’s largest 
“futuractive” (computer games 
and simulated rides to you and 
me) indoor theme park, just 
completed at a cost of £45 
million, can be quite so awful 
for wheelchairs beggars belief. 

Access is via a “fireman’s” lift 
in the small dirty service area. 
While the able-bodied speed up 
a futuristic rocket escalator to 
the top of seven floors, we 
(Warwick, 13, who has cerebral 
palsy and uses a manual 
wheelchair, Leicester, nine, and 
Dad) trundle ignominiously up 
in the shuddering box. 

Once up there though the 
vision is awesome, with row 
upon row of TV screens, 
hundreds of mesmerised 
devotees manically trashing 
buttons and wiggling joysticks 
— but we could only find one 


er 
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The Kent family meet Soni 


which Warwick could get close 
enough to operate. Moving 
between the seven floors 
needed two or three security 
guards to help Warwick on the 
escalator. 

But, despite the problems, the 
Kent family loved Segaworld, 
largely due to the staff who 
were fantastic. Centre manager 


the hedgehog at the Trocadero 


7% 


Paul Smith is well aware they've 
got wheelchair problems at 
present, so he assigned us a 
permanent assistant. Current 
regulations only allow three 
chairs into the Trocadero at 
once so it's worth booking. A 
new lift is due for Christmas 
which should deal with many 
access problems. 


City focus ¢ London 23 


make recommendations and 
the Which? Good Food Guide 
is useful. 

Pierre Victoire in Camden, 
tel: 0171-482 5050, has 
reasonably priced, good, 
French food and is 100 per cent 
accessible with accessible 
toilets. 

TGI Friday’s are accessible 
American-style restaurants and 
there are branches throughout 
central London. 

London is famous worldwide 
for its shops. Access has 
improved in recent years and 
more and more kerbs are 
dropped with tactile paving. 

In Oxford Street most shops 
have level access and Covent 
Garden is pedestrianised, but 
crowds make it a nightmare at 
weekends. Department stores 
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like Army and Navy and 
Dickins & Jones are step free 
and have adapted toilets. 


Heading out of London to 
shop can be a good idea. 
Often out of town shopping 
centres have good access, as 
well as all the High Street 
names and Shopmobility 
schemes. Call the national 
Shopmobility office on 
(01905) 617 761 for details. 


Finding accessible toilets can 
be a chore. The good loo 
guide at the back of Access in 
London could be a lifesaver. 
Mcdonalds, large stores and 
hotels usually have an adapted 
loo but it's almost essential to 
have a RADAR key which will 
open hundreds of adapted 
loos in London. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


® arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


\ 


¢ 
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Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


oy CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


Improve circulation 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 

poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send for a FREE 
colour brochure 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 
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Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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24 Microtech 


Janet Larcher found plenty of new microtech companies at 
Naidex, but not so many new ideas. She picks out the best. 


There were more microtechnol- 
ogy companies at Wembley 
Naidex than in recent years, 
but not many new products. 
Liberator introduced 
Chatbox, a small, easily 
portable, 16 location 
communication aid. The 
locations light up when a 
message associated with the 
icon is selected and it has three 
minutes of digitised speech. 
This device is useful to many 


people in its own right, but it 
also allows you to try a 
Minspeak system (the multi- 
meaning icon system used in 
this company’s communication 
aids) for a relatively low cost — 
£465. Tel: (0800) 622457. 
SpaceKraft had a multi- 
sensory room. User and staff 
can have almost total control 
over it. This system is built on a 
framework to which lights, 
vibrators, fans etc are attached. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 


PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, Birming- 
ham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Dublin, Paris, Florida, Majorca, 


Costa Almeria, Tenerife & Algarve, 
Gites and canal cruisers in France. 
Winter ’96 holidays in Norway 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 


It can be constructed to suit 
any area and devices can easily 
be moved within the 
framework. 

Most importantly, you can 
control any device with a 
switch, or two or more switches 
can be attached to any device 
so that staff and user can 
interactively control a 
component. Minimum system 
£2,000. Average system £4,000. 
Tel: (01274) 581007. 

Penny and Giles Computer 
Products has increased its 
range of trackerballs and 
joysticks and now has an 
additional range of “tops” to 
its joysticks, including a large 
squeezy yellow ball. The 
combination of guard-rail and 
special top to the joystick may 
make it usable by some people 
with limited dexterity. Tel: 
(01202) 481751. 

Significant changes have taken 
place in the products available 
to control equipment within 
the home. It is no longer 
necessary to have your home 
specially wired to enable you to 
control curtains, doors and 
intercoms. 

Current systems use infra-red 
and radio signals. In practice 
this means that a box is 
plugged into the ordinary 
power socket and the device to 


Get back to the future 


It’s good to talk with Liberator’s Chatbox communication aid 


be controlled —a light, for 
example — is plugged into the 
box. 

Each item is plugged into its 
own box in the power supply. 
This has allowed many new 
communication aids to include 
environmental control options 
within their systems. 


Problems ironed out 

The reverse is also true. Hugh 
Steeper launched its Persona 
last year, although the 
flexibility allowed by its 
dynamic screen to provide 
communication functions, as 
well as being an environmental 


controller, has led to confusion. 

Over the last year they have 
done much to make its use for 
people with different 
disabilities more appropriate. 

The number of locations on 
each screen can vary from two- 
128, and each screen can have a 
different number. But the 
number of locations for any 
screen must be set by the 
engineer at the time of the 
installation. Any screen can 
contain a mixture of 
environmental controls and 
speech options. Speech can be 
changed at any time. 

Events can be sequenced so 
that, for example, the image 
from a video camera scanning 
the front door is displayed on 
the tv screen and the person 
greeted and asked to identify 
themselves. There are not 
enough speech locations for a 
non-speaking cognitively able 
person. But for someone with 
more limited communication, 
by selecting one switch, the 
device may be able to combine 
enough communication and 
environmental control 
functions. Since the device can 
be reprogrammed from a 
computer on an almost infinite 
number of occasions, as a 
client’s skills recover or grow 
the device can be programmed 
to offer more. Tel: 0181-788 
8165. 

Possum Controls has also 
added to their range — with the 
Freeway and its Compact 
controller undergoing field 
trials. The Freeway has a back 
lit icon display with voice 
announcement which makes it 
suitable for people with visual 
and cognitive impairment. Tel: 
(01296) 81591. 


Dr Janet Larcher is a 
consultant on microtech aids 


for disabled people. 
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Fun and games 25 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 


Someone special enters your 
life mid-month and then life 
should start looking up. Frayed 
tempers at the start of Decem- 
ber will soon be forgotten. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
You may experience opposition 
from a female friend or relative 
around the 26th. Don’t worry — 
they are not able to restrict you 
as much as you think they can. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

A challenging relationship 
should get easier after the 18th. 
Creative ideas could start to 
flow. Opportunities taken now 
are likely to bear fruit. 

PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 

The new moon on the 17th 
may bring new beginnings in 
relationships that you were tak- 
ing for granted. You may still 
have opposition from some peo- 
ple but this will soon end. 

ARIES (21 March-21 April) 
Beware of an inflated ego, espe- 
cially mid-month. You might 
have to put more toil into a 
project than you think. Some- 
one could surprise you by 
becoming more than a friend. 
TAURUS (21 April-21 May) 
There are still strong forces 
working against close relation- 
ships although the heat could 
begin to subside towards the 
middle of the month. Practical 
discussions could prove useful. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

You are caught between oppos- 
ing forces this month and may 
find it difficult to know which 
way to turn. The worst should 
be over by the 22nd. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

The full moon on the 26th 
opposing Mercury could signal 
arguments in your domestic 
life. Plan some outings after 
Christmas to sort things out. 
LEO (24 July-23 August) 
Tension in a close relationship 
will begin to subside around 
mid-month and you will get a 
chance to begin to repair fences. 
VIRGO (24 August-23 Sept) 
Your energy levels are still run- 
ning high. Don’t forget to give 
yourself some time for fun and 
relaxation even if you are busy 
being successful at the moment. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 October) 
Tread carefully in your discus- 
sions with others. You might be 
starting to experience some 
restrictions on your plans but 
arguing won’t help matters. 
SCORPIO (24 October-22 Nov) 
Passions might give way to 
obsessions if you don’t keep a 
check on your feelings. Wait 
until later in the month when 
your feelings should be more in 
perspective. 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 28 


ACROSS 

1. Small floral ornament (10) 
7. Task rise (anag) 

8. Writing fluid (3) 

9. Horse-drawn cart (4) 

10. Celebratory (7) 

12. Break into (6) 

14. Large western country (7) 
15. Depression in rock, metal 
etc (4) 

16. Household appliance (9) 
18. Sore pants (anag) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 

1. Christmas spirit? (6) 

2. Person with paralysis (11) 
3. Wicked giant (4) 

4. Hairy set (anag) 

5. Remove (9) 

6. Bone in leg (5) 

11. Construction worker (7) 
13. Tempt (6) 

14. Pale (5) 

15. (Allow to) fall (4) 

17. Longing (3) 


Christmas quiz 


Rearrange the initial 
letters of these items to 
make a famous saying. 

Answer on page 28. 

ALISON MILLER 


Did you miss any of 
the great news and 
features in this 
tii biking 


ed Access to Work 
an threat. Councils 
= funding crisis. 

pq "Hee y Parents’ victory. 

= ili: Features A baby’s 
right to life? Parent’s voice series 
begins with statementing. Holi- 
days: skiing, America, Australia 
and Germany. Detox diets and 
access at a health farm. 


: . FEBRUARY News 


Car adapts ciee 
fears. Limiting of 
Access to Work 
confirmed. 
Features Vic Finkelstein says 
the disability movement has lost 
its vision. City focus: Oxford. 
Profile: Mark Todd. Relation- 
ships: clubbing, Cynthia Payne 
and a humanist wedding. 


MARCH News 
See Workplacesqueexe Access to Work 
== squeezed. Dou- 
ble standards on 
gS <2 “double tick”. 
Parents’ fight 


be 


over hospital. 

Features National Key Scheme 
survey. Short breaks: Florence, 
Wales, Dublin and adventure 
holidays. Home improvements. 


fea APRIL News Con- 
fame Contactlens scare TACT lens scare. 
sseeq YES to wheelchair 


@ (eae vouchers. Council 
psy Meade’ shake-up fears. 
E12 — We Features Parent’s 


voice: ME. Benefits. Inconti- 
nence. Communication aids. My 
favourite walk: Whisby Nature 
Park. Gardening. Herbs for 
health. Chocolate treats. 


auiied MAY News Carers 
erscatch-22 Ccatch-22. Access 
2 to Work climb- 


ee down. Direct pay- 
x SES sments u-turn. 
i= iit! Features Ideal 


Home Exhibition. Profile: ath- 
lete Peter Hull. Parent’s voice: 
poverty. On tour with Candoco. 
City focus: Edinburgh. Jenny 
Morris on women and the dis- 
ability movement. Pensions. 


(JS JUNE News Char- 


Ly Lote conta ities conned by 

= lottery cowboys. 
eae *® Teachers told: 
e ae “Talk and you’re 
tS Ili sacked”. News 
focus: right to life. 

Features Parent’s voice: which 
therapies really work? Holiday 
insurance and Orange badge 
abuse investigations. Sun pro- 
tection. Bridalwear on a budget. 


= people lobby 
, SSee MPs to make tv 
SSH lM more accessible. 
Mobility pay to be cut. News 
focus: Osteoporosis. 
Features Parent’s voice: the 
uncaring doctor. Chelsea 
Flower Show. Naidex. 


Legoland. Scuba diving. Shoes. 


[7 AUGUST News 
> Disabled people 
; don’t get the sup- 
port they need. 

| m_ Motability gets 
Ea i= WH clean bill of 
health. Legal aid restrictions. 
News focus: Alzheimer’s. 
Features Parent’s voice: autism. 
Mobility Roadshow. Radio 1 
Roadshow. City focus: Blackpool. 


"7 SEPTEMBER 

mi News Travellers 

= triumph. Living 
@ Centre at risk. 
Axe falls on 

| Helios fund. 
News focus: Breast cancer. 
Features Parent’s voice: special 
or mainstream schools? 
Phoenix Festival. Prince’s Trust 
volunteers. Using your power of 
attorney. Checkout: beds. 


i 


1996 ang au that 


RES 


Rights call to MPs 


ery OCTOBER News 


Charities chal- 


= lenge MPs on 
equality. Disabil- 


Bie 1m 


ity law in the 
balance. Blind 
people still find job door shut. 
News focus: Mencap at 50. 
Features Parent’s voice: Feuer- 
stein. Communication aids. Per- 
sonal safety. Profile: Paul Burns, 
sailor. Edinburgh Festival. City 
focus: Birmingham. Paralympics. 


NOVEMBER 
News Care home 
slammed. Fatal 
lesson for respite 
gy Sees «carers. DAN gets 
S25 ilit tough in trans- 
port war. Benefits agency set 
for shake-up. Party conferences. 
Features Profile: songwriter 
Pino Frumiento. Home security. 
Winter fashion. When you 
don’t need to pay VAT. Naidex. 
My favourite walk: Tarn Hows. 


Back issues cost £1. Please 
send an A4 SAE to DN, 
(address on page 2), stating 
which issue you would like 
and which stories you are 
interested in. If the issue is 
no longer available, we will 
send a photocopy. 


Disabilitynwow December 1996 


26 Share your problems 


At my wits end 
How can you live on £30.90 a 
week? That’s all | have. My dis- 
abled wife has left me and | will 
be homeless. | will have to live 
in my mobility car for the win- 
ter. Am | expected to live on 
fresh air? 

| have diabetes and asthma. 
The Department of Social 
Security does not seem to care 
at all. 

Robert, Llandarcy 


I am very sorry indeed to hear 
of all your problems and fresh 
air will certainly not pay the 
bills or keep body and soul 
together. It is urgent that you 
seek help so that you will not 
be homeless and living in your 
car for the winter. That is a 
dreadful prospect. 

I suggest you immediately 
contact Disability Wales. They 
would be able to help you ina 
number of ways, including 
contacting the housing 
authorities and giving you 
advice about claiming further 
financial benefits. 

You may find that you are 
entitled to more money than 
you now receive and they would 
be able to advise you how to 


make any claims they 
suggested. 

Are you in touch with your 
local authority? It is their 
responsibility to ensure you are 
suitably housed. You may also 
need the help of social services. 
If you have difficulties finding a 
social worker, your GP would 
be able to put you in touch. 

It would also be a good idea 
to contact your MP Peter Hain. 
Disability Wales or your local 
library would have his 
constituency address. It is 
surprising how things start 
happening when you have an 
MP on your side. 


I need a sex life 
As a young man who has 
become recently disabled, | am 
not celibate by choice. | find 
myself obsessed by sex 
because it seems out of reach. 
I’m losing confidence and 
would dearly love to find a 
woman, a prostitute perhaps, 
who would help me back into 
the world of sex. 

| know it will never be like the 
time when | had several girl 
friends at a time, but it has to 
be better than this. 

Some time ago | read in a 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. 

We also specialise in accident claims, medical 
negligence, conveyancing, wills and criminal law. 


Legal aid work undertaken. 


For free initial advice contact: 
DAVID LEVENE & CO. 


SOLICITORS 
Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
London N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 
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= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


newspaper about an 
organisation founded by a 
disabled man who arranged 


_ holidays to Amsterdam — have 


you heard of this? 
Brian, Brighton 


Real Life Travel has sadly gone 
out of business. However the 
founder Barry Johnson is glad 
to answer questions and give 
information. 

The firm was set up to 
provide holidays in Amsterdam 
and, if required, they would put 
tourists in touch with an 
intermediary, Mariska Majoor, 
an ex-prostitute who studies 
the sexual problems of disabled 
people. A word of warning, 
such services can be expensive. 


Let’s Talk 


About Sex! 


An information leaflet 


While we’re on the subject of 
sex, I saw some really nice 
leaflets produced by ASBAH 
for young people with spina 
bifida and/or hydrocephalus. 
Interestingly and imaginatively 
illustrated, and written in 
straightforward, unstuffy 
language, they are: Let’s Talk 
About Sex!, More Talk About 


the guess work out of reversing. 


of cars. 


Audio indication. 
1 year guarantee. 


By all means look Au 


But sometimes t that just isn’t enough. 
The UltraPark’”2000 System takes 


wal Designed to fit all types 


DIY — easy and quick to install. 


Now you can reverse your car with c confidence 
and ease using the new UltraPark’ 2000 
obstacle detection warning system. 


For more details phone today! 
(01279) 436080 


Laver Technology — Ongar Enterprise Centre, Fyfield Road, Essex CM5 OAW 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor and fully 
accredited Methodist local preacher. Talk to her 


on (01708) 477582 on Thursday afternoons, 


1pm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10pm. 


Sex!, Keep It Clean: top tips for 
looking good, This Is Your Life: 
ten tips for a healthier, happier 

you, Continence and You. 


Feminists do not 
help our cause 

| am writing in connection with 
Matthew from Chelmsford’s let- 
ter (DN, October), “Why are 
women so fickle in love?”, in 
which he suggested that dis- 
abled women are not interested 
in disabled men. 

Your reply seemed to be 
saying that, since certain men 
only seem interested in the 
physical attributes of women, 
any complaint about double 
standards practiced by women 
is somehow inadmissible. 

The assumption [that all men 
are the same] appears to be 
implicit in your argument and 
frankly | find it insulting and 
sexist. 

My perception is that a great 
deal of cruelty, unfairness and 
bigotry by feminists towards 
disabled men goes largely 
unacknowledged. 

| started to become aware of 
just how appallingly callous the 
attitudes of feminists to 
disability are when I took a 
degree in humanities at 
Hatfield Polytechnic. 

We studied D H Lawrence’s 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover and 
were treated to our tutor’s 
feminist reading of the text. 
Lady Chatterley’s wheelchair 
using husband was described 
as “machine-like” and 
“inhuman” and his disability 
was portrayed as a threat to his 
wife’s “exploration of her own 
sexuality”. 

| feel | have been subjected to 


sponds by BT 


a very subtle but insidious form 
of psychological abuse, which 
is evident in the media. | have 
a very poor self-image and feel 
guilty about being a burden to 
my able-bodied partner and 
this is a constant source of 
suffering to us both. 

She feels that feminists have 
made a big mistake in their 
portrayals of disabled men — 
this practice appears to have 
damaged me irreparably and in 
turn reduced the quality of my 
wife’s life. 

Frederick, Huntingdon 


I think that all disabled people 
will have to do a great deal of 
campaigning and educating to 
establish our place in society 
on equal terms alongside able- 
bodied men and women. 

I recognise that you would 
expect feminists and other 
disadvantaged people to be 
more understanding and 
sensitive of the experiences of 
disabled people, but often this 
does not appear to be the case. 

I don’t know if you have been 
involved in the disability 
movement and wonder if such 
an involvement would help you 
to improve your self-image and 
banish your guilt about 
considering yourself a burden. 

Certainly, the people I have 
met in the movement are 
confident men and women, 
bolstered by their belief in 
themselves and in their cause. 

It is important that you don’t 
hang on to your low self image, 
but set out to learn from 
others. 

The British Council of 
Disabled People (BCODP) will 
be glad to give you details of 
the nearest group to you. They 
would also be able to give you a 
reading list of books on 
disability politics. I’m sure you 
would find these interesting. 


Real Life Travel, 19 Ambrose 
Close, Bradford Abbas, near 
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 6RL 
(enclose SAE for a reply), tel: 
(01935) 31739 

ASBAH, 42 Park Road, Peter- 
borough PE1 2UQ, tel: (01733) 
555988 

Disability Wales, ‘Llys Ifor’, 
Crescent Road, Caerphilly, 
Mid Glamorgan CF8 1XL, tel: 
(01222) 887325 

BCODP, Litchurch Plaza, 
Litchurch Lane, Derby DE24 
BAA, tel: (01332) 295551 


For free publicity for 


your event, send the 
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Love to be beside the seaside? 
Action for Blind People runs the Russell Hotel, Bog- 


details to: Disability 


Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London 
W1N 4EQ. 


Are you the parent of a child 
with cerebral palsy (cp)? Are you 
aware of the teaching difficulties 
for children with cp and have 
you developed strategies that 
work? Mike Davies is hoping to 
publish a handbook for teach- 
ers and parents. If you can help, 
please contact him at: Advisory 
Assessment Centre, Scope, 16 
Fitzroy Square, London W1P 
6LP, tel: 0171-387 9571. 


Are you a man who has had a 
disability from childhood or 
adolescence? Glenn Smith is 
doing research that draws upon 
the social model of disability 
and would like to hear from 
you. Contact him in the strictest 
confidence at Geography 
Department, Queen Mary and 
Westfield College, University of 
London, Mile End Road, Lon- 
don E1 4NS, tel: 0171-987 4612 
or 0171-775 3363. 


William Murphy is looking for 
funding to get his invention 
“Bowl-Mate” on the market. 
This is an aid for people who 
enjoy bowling but cannot bend 
down too far. If you would like 
to know more, contact him at: 9 
Victoria Park, Ayr KA7 2TR. 


Are you a wheelchair user? 
Michael Kenward is compiling a 
book about funny incidents and 
would like to hear from you. 
Proceeds of the book will be 
shared between the Muscular 
Dystrophy Group and_ the 
Crossroads Care Attendant 
Scheme. If you can help, please 
contact Michael at: 114 Brom- 
ley Drive, Ely, Cardiff CFS SHB. 


London 


The City of Westminster is celebrating the European Day of Dis- 
abled People with a day of talks about the Disability Discrimination 
Act on 3 December at the Queen Mother’s Sports Hall. Find out 
how the Act will affect your life. For more details, tel: 0171-266 2143. 


What’s New in Community Care? is a half-day conference on 4 
December at The Charity Centre in North West London. For more 
details, contact: Disability Alliance, Universal House, 88-94 Went- 
worth Street, London E1 7SA, tel: 0171-247 8776. 


Shaping Our Future is a conference on self advocacy on 18 Decem- 
ber in South West London. For more information, contact: Zak 
Hussain, GLAD, 336 Brixton Road, London SW9 7AA, tel/mini- 
com: 0171-274 0107. 


The British Psychological Society is holding its London Conference 
on 17-18 December at the Institute of Education in London. Topics 
to be discussed include: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. For details, contact: The British 
Psychological Society, St Andrews House, 48 Princess Road East, 
Leicester LE1 7DR, tel: 0116-254 9568. 


North of England 


Disability, Discrimination, Diversity is a one-day conference at The 
Copthorpe, Manchester on 29 November. For details, contact: 
Grant White, Citigate Scotland, 5 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh EH1 
2DP, tel: 0131-228 6262. 


Wales 


Effective Anger Management is a seminar for health and welfare 
professionals on 3 December at the All Nations Centre in Cardiff. 
For more information, contact: Mine Fields, 22 Marriot Road, Bar- 
net, Hertfordshire EN5 4NJ], tel: 0181-440 0709. 


Food for thought 


Thanks to everyone who returned their DN reader surveys. Ten 
readers will soon be enjoying a hamper which includes cham- 
pagne and chocolates. DN is very grateful to Constables, the car 
conversion company, for providing them. Five runners up will be 
able to choose their own treats with Sainsbury vouchers worth 
£10. Thank you to Sainsbury too. 

Hampers go to: J Jarret from East Sussex, M Brown from Corn- 
wall, J Anson from the West Midlands, M Barrick from North 
Humberside, B Bashford from West Sussex, S Hancock from Lon- 
don, P Hayes from Lancashire, M Kirkby from Cornwall, P 
Stephens from Kent and R Hart from Suffolk. Vouchers go to: C 
Ireland from London, G Sudbury from Essex, J Drewitt from 
Norfolk, L Rouse from Essex and Mr and Mrs .,, 
Edmonds from the West Midlands. 


What’s in DN 


next month? 


@ HOLIDAYS 
We go overseas in the first 
of a three-part series 


SHAPE UP FOR ’97 
Health and beauty tips 
for the new year 


m@ MOTORING 
David Griffiths on an 
anti-skid device and 
other motoring marvels. 


NEWS FOCUS 
The rise of Shopmobility 


CAR INSURANCE 


Rica’s latest report 


Plus all the best news, 
views, arts, sport, jobs 
and offers. 

On sale 21 December. 


INVESTIGATION 
Disability Now looks 
into the 

business of caring. 


nor Regis (tel: (01243) 823572) and the Lauriston 
Hotel, Weston-super-Mare (tel: (01934) 620758). 
Both are offering Christmas shopping weeks with 


trips to major shopping centres on 7 to 14 Decem- 
ber. Contact them for details. 


Two illustrated booklets explain- 
ing Myalgic Encephalomyelitis 
(ME) to children and young 
people in simple language have 
been produced by the ME 
Association. For a copy of 
What is ME? (left) or A Guide 
for Young People send a 
stamped addressed envelope 
to: ME Association Regional 
Office, 28 Bedford Street, 
Belfast BT2 7FE, tel: (01232) 


“NOW YOU CAN SAY iT — 
DO YOU UNDERSTAND (7? 
A3I33 1% 


ITS ThE 997 
cippen 
CARTOON CALENDAR 


BRINGING YOU TWELVE LATEST EXAMPLES 
OF THE WORK OF DISABLED CARTOONIST 
'CRIPPEN' - AT HIS VERY BEST! 


TO ORDER YOUR COPY, SEND A CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER 
FOR 5.9797 TO IIA CLEVELAND AV, WAKEFIELD WEZ SLE 


( PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ‘CRIPPEN’ ) 


Merry Christmas from DN and eeippen 


Please return | 
to: Disability 
Now, 12 Park i 

Crescent, 


Ho ho ho! 
Hurry, hurry! 
First 50 paying 


subscribers London 
get a free W1N 4EQ, 
Or tel: 


0171-383 4575 


Annual subscriptions rates 
Individual at home address —£14 


—£19 
— £30 


Professional/organisation 


Overseas (airmail) 


f 


Subscriptions hotline: 0171-383 4575 


Multiple copy and two year subscription rates on request 


? 
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28 Information/classified 


Hayley Kerr finds 
the best buys of the 
month 


Write your Christ- 
mas cards with a 
Jimnie retractable 
ballpoint pen (left), 
new from Zebra 
Pens. It has com- 
fortable 
finger 

people who find it 
difficult to hold a 
comes in a 


cushion 
grips for 


pen, 
choice of six ink 
colours and costs 
£1.25. For details, 
contact Richard 
Thompson on tel: 
0181-974 2202. 


New from the Cos- 
mic Ball Company 
are Astro Balls, 
battery powered 
glowing balls origi- 
nally developed for 
night-time juggling. Testing by 
occupational therapists found 
them to be beneficial to disabled 
children, especially those with a 
visual impairment. They are 
robust and come in standard 
and flashing versions, From 
£9.95. For details;contact Stuart 
Croxford, fel: (01234),781865. 


If you’enjoy golf, but not the 
bending and straightening that 
goes with it, the hewRobbins 
Retriever is foryou. Use it to tee 
up, retrieve tee pegs and divots, 
repair pitch marks, mark your 
ball and pick it up. It stands on 
its own when pushed into the 
ground and fits neatly into a 
golf bag. £29.95 from tel: 
(01394) 461557. 


No more splashing hot water, 
boiling kettles or leaking tops 
with the new microwaveable hot 
water bottle from Boots (above). 
The Microwarmer is filled with 
its own solution, so it never 
needs filling or emptying. Just 
warm it up.in the microwave for 
a few minutes,-slip.on the fabric 
cover and its ready fox bed. £15. 


If you Have asthma of eczema, 
the new bed net from Protec 
Health €ould help you sleep 
more soundly. Téis impregnated 
with an insecticide, which erad- 
icates house dust mites, the 
biggest indoor trigger of 
asthma, for as long as two 
years. Tel: (01295) 272288. 


Time out 


London 


Institutions to Independence is 
a photographic history of learn- 
ing disabilities from Mencap S- 
14 December at the Academia 
Italiana in London. Entrance is 
free. For more information, 
contact Mencap, 123 Golden 
Lane, London EC1Y ORT, tel: 
0171-454 0454. 


Deaf performance artist and 
writer Aaron Williamson will 
be performing on 13 and 14 
December at the Chisenhale 
Dance Space in London. For 
more information contact The 
Chisenhale Dance Space, 64- 
84 Chisenhale Road, London 
E3 5QZ, tel: 0181-981 6617. 


South West 

The Road to Glory: Portraits of 
Britain’s Paralympians is a pho- 
tographic exhibition of the 
country’s top disabled athletes 
by Richard Bailey. 3 December- 
2 February at the Watershed 
Gallery in Bristol. For more 
information, contact Water- 
shed, 1 Canon’s Road, Bristol 
BS1 STX, tel: 0117-927 6444. 


Midlands 


Blue Eyed Soul is a dance com- 
pany with disabled and able- 
bodied performers. It is 
performing “On the Edge of 
Time” at the DanceXchange, 
Birmingham on 14 December. 
This is part of Made in the 
Midlands, a showcase of the 
work of performers from the 
Midlands. For more informa- 


tion, contact The Dance 
Xchange, The Birmingham 
Hippodrome, Hurst Street, 


Birmingham BS 4TB, tel: 0121- 
622732 53% 


CHRISTMAS 
QUIZ ANSWER 


The initial letters make up 
the phrase “Merry 
Christmas”. 


Kids go wild 
at Christmas 


Drusillas Park and Zoo in 
East Sussex has parties on 15 
and 22 December for kids 
aged three-ten — masses of fun 
and games, tea and a present 
from Santa. On 18 and 19 
December you can also sing 
carols to the animals and try 
mince pies, hot chocolate and 
mulled wine. To book, con- 
tact: Drusillas Park, Alfriston, 
East Sussex BN26 5QS, tel: 
(01323) 870656. 


Action for Blind People has 


launched new training courses 
to help benefits advisers 
improve their services. The 
courses are aimed at social 
workers, rehabilitation officers 
and advice workers. Details 
from Marie Kehoe, Action for 
Blind People Information Cen- 
tre, 14-16 Verney Road, London 
SE16 3DZ, tel: 0171-732 8771. 


The Greater London Associa- 
tion of Disabled People 
(GLAD) has launched All 
Change 2000, a report on the 
latest information and recom- 
mendations on accessible trans- 
port in the capital. £25 + £3.50 
p&p from Communication 
Team, GLAD, 336 Brixton 
Road, London SW9 7AA, tel: 
0171-346 5800. 


Big Print is a compilation of 
the week’s news in large print, 
supported by the Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind. A year’s subscription 
costs £50. For a sample copy, 
contact Big Print, PO Box 308, 
Warrington WAI TES 
freephone: (0800) 124007. 


The National Centre for Volun- 
teering has produced a new 
booklet called Volunteering for 
People with Disabilities. £5 
from the National Centre for 


Volunteering, Carriage Row, 


Visually impaired artist Gioya Steinke displays some of her work on 


show at an exhibition in Hampstead, London in November, in sup- 
port of the Royal National Institute for the Blind. 


183 Eversholt Street, London 
NW1 1BU, tel: 0171-388 9888. 


Hemi-Help, the society that 
gives information and support 
to children with Hemiplegia, 
has produced a video. Don’t 
Give Up — Grow Up is available 
from Hemi-Help, 166 Bound- 
aries Road, London SW12 8HE, 
tel: 0181-886 3845. 


Juggling Your Job and Caring? 
is a new free booklet (see 
below) from the Carers 
National Association. For a 
copy, send an A5 SAE to Carers 
National Association, 20-25 
Glasshouse Yard, London 
ECIA 4JS, tel: 0171-490 8818. 


Keep Warm, Keep Well is an 
audio tape from Talking News- 
paper Enterprises. It tells you 
where to get advice and how to 
help yourself in the cold months 
ahead. Contact: Talking News- 
paper Enterprises Ltd, National 
Recording Centre, Heathfield, 
East Sussex TN21 8DB, tel: 
(01435) 866102. 


Correction 


The Disablement Income 
Group want to hear from peo- 
ple on low income who need 
regular prescriptions but are 
not exempt from _ charges, 
rather than people who are. Tel: 
0171-263 3981. 


CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS 


Across: 1. Buttonhole 

7. Asterisk 8. Ink 9. Dray 

10. Festive 12. Invade 

14. America 15. Dent 

16. Hairdryer 18. Transpose 
Down: 1. Brandy 

2. Tetraplegic 3. Ogre 

4. Hysteria 5. Eliminate 

6. Ankle 11. Builder 13. Entice 
14. Ashen 15. Drop 17. Yen 


For personal ads please senda . 
cheque or postal order for £3 


payable to Disability Now with 
you ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


Personal 


DAVID, AGED 50, would like to meet a 
fun-loving lady who enjoys life as much 
as he does. Hobbies are fishing, garden- 
ing, socializing, music and _ learning 
piano. Would like photo please. I have 
Multiple Sclerosis. Box No. 998 


MALE, ASIAN, AGE 27, single. Disabled by 
polio slightly affecting my left arm and 
shoulder. I am attractive and hardwork- 
ing. I am looking for a female for friend- 
ship and a close relationship or marriage 
— disabled or not. I enjoy travel, eating 
out, cinema and music. Write soon. Box 
No. 006 


MALE, 30s, GRADUATE. Divorced, 
slightly disabled due to respiratory prob- 
lem. Seeks female — age looks, disability 
not important. Personality is what 
counts. I enjoy theatre, the countryside 
and conversation. All letters answered. 
Box No. 007 


CHARMING DISABLED GUY, West London. 
23, humourous, intelligent, caring, work- 
ing. I have a psychology degree and am 
studying counselling. I like cinemas, 
pubs, music and much more. I am look- 
ing for a woman for friendship, maybe 
relationship. Box No. 009 


LETS BE HONEST with each other. I, as a 
disabled guy, have no sex life. Do you, as 
a disabled woman? Then why don’t we 
enjoy ourselves and do what able-bodied 
people do. Let’s have fun. There is noth- 
ing wrong with it. Box No. 010 


MALE, 35, SLIGHTLY disabled on right 
side. Would like to meet an easy going 
lady for friendship, going out dancing, 
travel and the cinema. Social drinker, 
non smoker. Midlands area preferred but 
can travel. Box No. 011 


To reply to a personal ad indi- 
cate the Box Number and mark 
the envelope Private and Confi- 


dential. If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, address 
on page 2 


a ee ee 
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SUPER BOOSTER ELECTRIC Assist. Fits TORNADO ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR and ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR WITH battery 


erchair 


most manual wheelchairs. New battery. 
£495. Tel (evenings): (01727) 851738 
(Herts). 


GREY BEC SCOOTA and Scootaplus. Four 
years old. One owner. In good condition. 
£500 ono. Tel: 0181-517 7556 (Essex). 


MEYRA OUTDOOR ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Right hand controls. As new. Over 
£5,000. Asking £1,500. Tel: (01630) 
655825 (Shropshire). 


VESSA VITESSE ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
One owner from new. Gel batteries. 
£800. Tel: (01630) 655825. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR BEC 402490. Two 
new motors plus two new batteries with 
other spare parts. £1,200 ono. Tel: 
(01303) 263907. 


FORD FIESTA 1.3 LA auto K reg. Service 
history. Blue. Showroom condition. 
60,000 miles. Fully fitted with hand con- 
trols. £4,200. Tel: (0958) 382884 (Essex). 


BREEZY WHEELCHAIR, quick release 
wheels. 18in seat. Lightweight. Still 
under guarantee. £550 ono. Tel: (01494) 
445016 (High Wycombe). 


VESSA ELECTRIC CHAIR. Very good con- 
dition. Will suit any one with steady 
hands. Brand new batteries. £400 ono. 
Tel: 0181-648 9543 (Surrey). 


PETO INSTITUTE EQUIPMENT. One plinth 
single bed, £100. One ladder, £50. All 
hardly used. Buyer collects. One BBC 
computer, £50. Needs new disk drive. As 
new screen etc. Tel: (01925) 861263 
(Warrington). 


J2 18in WHEELCHAIR CUSHION. £338. 
New. Bargain £100. Tel: (01323) 768174. 


CHILD’S TRICYCLE. Rifton E14. Suitable 
for child 112-152cm tall. Excellent condi- 
tion. £200. Tel: (01276) 25678 (Camber- 
ley). 


CHILD’S FIREBALL ELECTRIC powered 
wheelchair. Batteries and charger 
included. As new. £850. Ladder back. 
Height 2ft 6in. With plinth 16ftx15in. As 
new. £35. Tel: 0115-987 6867 (Notting- 
ham). 


LARK EIGHT. Four wheel. 4-8 mph. Four 
months old. Used less than one month. 
Cost £3,300. Will accept £1,000. Tel; 
(01908) 647406 (Milton Keynes). 


MARK 4 ELECTRIC CHAIR. Four wheels. 
Handle bar controls. Climbs kerbs. 
Speed and power indicators. Side light. 
Swivel seat and arms. New condition 
and batteries complete with charger. 
£1,000 or offer. 35 mile range. Reason 
for selling. Tel: 0117-950 6410 (Bristol). 


Accommodation 


wanted 


FEMALE, 50 PLUS, wheelchair user. Pro- 
fessional Christian writer. Requires good 
ground floor accommodation. Will con- 
sider purchase, rent, houseshare. Oxford 
area preferred. Others considered. 
Friendly neighbours. Close to churches. 
Contact accommodation Help, DN, 
address on page 2. 


charger. Kerb climbers. New batteries. 
Hardly used. £1,450 ono. Tel: (01992) 
620597. 


SLEEPEEZEE ELECTRIC BED. Fully 
adjustable remote control. 6ft x 3ft4in. 
Unused. Cost new £925. Best offer col- 
lects. Tel: 0181-207 4114 (Herts). 


MOTORISED ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR with 
kerb climber in first class condition. 
£400 ono. Tel: 0181-464 8101 (Kent). 


SUNGIFT 200 SCOOTER. As new. One 
year warranty left. Cost £2,925. Also 
garage for above with power operated 
door. Cost new £1,000. Will sell sepa- 
rately. £650. Garage. £2,200. Tel: 
(01383) 414728 (Dunfermline). 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT. Suit rise of 2.6-2.9 
metres. In good working order. £1,250 
ono. Tel (mornings or evenings): (01737) 
357238 (Surrey). 


STERLING 4 SCOOTER as new. £1,200 
ono. Tel: 0113-232007 (Leeds). 


ELECTRIC HOIST to load manual/power 
chair into estate car. DG Hodge design. 
£100. Tel: 0181-908 0126 (Harrow). 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR adapted Citroen 
ZX Volcane 1.9TD. Seats four-five. Reg 
Dec ’95. Only 2,000 miles. System auto- 
matically lifts user and purpose built 
wheelchair into front passenger space. 
Travel in the comfort of a production 
car with no difficult transfer £11,000. 
Tel: (01494) 765987. 


DUDLEY POWER PLUS wheelchair. Eight 
months old. New unused. Still under 
guarantee. Battery charger. Cost £2,300. 
Accept £1,375 ono. Tel: (0410) 552646 
(London). 


POWER PACK FOR manual wheelchair. 
Battery and charger. As new. £200 ono. 
Tel: (01903) 775848 (West Sussex). 


EASY ACCESS SLIDE and swivel seat for 
the independent disabled driver. Will fit 
most vehicles. £375. Tel: (01424) 715255. 


CLOS-0-MAT WC/BIDET. Invaluable nurs- 
ing aid. Washes and dries automatically. 
Very good condition. £950 ono. Tel: 
(01257) 791989 (Lancashire area). 

M REG. 7,300 MILES Ford Courier van. 
Diesel 1.8 converted for wheelchair pas- 
senger. Two rear seats. Sunroof. Alarm. 
Winch. £10,250 ono. Tel: (01512) 
805615. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR SEAT. Suit Vauxhall 
Astra passenger side. Tel: (01294) 
553825 (Ayrshire). 


VW CARAVELLE 85. Recon engine. Ramp 
and wheelclamps plus six seats or twelve 
seater minibus. Very good condition. 
£2,250 ono. Tel: 0181-301 1899 (Kent). 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACANCIES/COURSES 
Please contact the Advertise- 
ment Director, Richard Gre- 
sham, Kingslea Press Ltd, 


12 Dock Offices, 

Surrey Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU. 

Tel: 0171-252 1362 

Fax: 0171-237 8019. 


charger. Gear on handle for carer’s use. 
Nearly new. £600. Tel: (01789) 296274 
(Warwickshire). 


CRUISER 4TB11 BUGGY. Largest size. All 
extras. Blue. Cost £1,200. Sell for £400. 
Excellent condition. Also Supa Byke 
trike. Large. £250. Tel: (01225) 423381. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. The Vitesse 
2000. As new. With all accessories. 
£1,700 ono. Tel: 0181-460 4361. 


BED AND BATH for disabled person. Both 
in good condition. Bath hardly used. Tel: 
0171-586 5546 (London). 


LARK 4 ELECTRIC scooter. Still under 
guarantee complete with charger. £1,500 
ono. Tel: (01785) 223523 (Stafford). 


FIAT FIORINO 1989. 12,000 miles. Full 
MOT. Rear ramped wheelchair access 
with winch. Excellent condition. £3,100. 
Tel: (01384) 831214. 


THROUGH FLOOR LIFT. One year old. 
Fully enclosed cab. No shaft required. 
Delivery including installation can be 
arranged in the South East. £3,600 ovno. 
Tel: (0860) 125500. 


BEC SCORPIO WHEELCHAIR and charger. 
New maintenance. Free batteries. Excel- 
lent condition. £950 ono. Tel: (01943) 
873659 (West Yorkshire). 


BATHMASTER POWERED BATH lift. Bat- 
tery operated. Fits any standard bath. 12 
months old. Maintenance free. Cost 
£700. Sell £500 ono. Tel: (01902) 845218 
(West Midlands). 


QUICKIE GPV LIGHTWEIGHT wheelchair. 
15in seat. Red. £600 ono. Tel: 0117-942 
5267 (Bristol). 


G REG SUBARU LEGACY 2.2 Gx. Auto- 
matic. Service history. Hand controls. 
Quick 4x4. £4,200. With warranty. Tel 
(after Spm): (01246) 452032 (Derbyshire). 


CRUISER 4E ELECTRIC wheelchair. Two 
months old. Barely used. £2,000. Tel 
(day): 0141-211 9774, (evening): 0141-638 
5166 (Glasgow). 


ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE MASSAGE bed. 
Mattress and rails as new. 3ft. Sell 
£2,000. Tel: 0181-977 8414 (Middlesex). 


VERTICAL LIFT, MOTORISED plus 
wheelchair and adjustable electric bed for 
mother who has had double leg amputa- 
tion. Reasonably priced items please. Tel 
(mornings or evenings): (01737) 357238 
(Surrey). 


VW CARAVELLE TRANSPORTER. Good 
condition. Low mileage. Reasonable 
price paid. Contact Nick on tel: (01276) 
65951. 


Property for sale 


WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY BUNGALOW. Four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, kitchen, 
laundry, two reception rooms, parking, 
private small patio garden, security, dou- 
ble glazed. Putney. Accessible but quiet. 
No chain. £225,000. Details from tel: 


(01460) 241405, fax: (01460) 242667. 


Pow 


Est 1982 


Beds, etc. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustable massage beds, reclining massage 
chairs, nearly new, half prices, reconditioned, 
year warranty, guaranteed first class goods. 
Part exchanges, repairs, COD, Access, Visa 
accepted. Tel: (01460) 61157. 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


New and Nearly New, Electric 
Wheelchairs, 3 and 4 wheel 
Scooters, Lift/Rec Chairs, 


All models wanted and for sale. 
The right one to suit your needs. 
Ring Free anytime 

0500 357 496 
or 0121 353 7975 


All major credit cards accepted 


Classified 29 


Ss 


Free advice, 
delivery, 
collection, all 
areas covered. 
Fully guaranteed. 


Why not purchase your books 
through our Mail Order Service? 
For a free book list please contact: 
AMEUR INTERNATIONAL 
PO Box 116, Woodford Green, 
Essex IG8 7LB 
Tel: 0181 559 0852 Fax: 0181 559 0843 


Holidays 


ASSISTANCE TRAVEL 
SERVICE LTD 


announce an 


ALL NEW HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMME for 1997 


UK and Worldwide Holidays, 
Activity and Leisure Breaks 
Adapted Hotels and Self Catered 
Accommodation 
Tours by Fully Adapted Coaches 
USA Specialists. 

Individual and Group Bookings Catered For 


Tel: 01708 863198 
or write to: 

A.T.S. Travel, A.T.S. House, 1 Tank 

Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX 


ALL HOLIDAYS FULLY BONDED - RETAIL AGENTS 
FOR A.T.0.L. HOLDERS 


BEAUTIFUL VILLA IN 
REAL SPAIN 


Totally accessible. 
Including private swimming pool, 
gardens and BBQ area. 4 bed- 
rooms and additional roll-in shower. 

For brochure telephone 


00346 280 7249 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“1992 Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair 
users and their families. Rural setting with 
superb views, Dogs welcome. Wood burning 
stoves and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 
Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617. 


GAER COTTAGES 


“1993 HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family with an 
emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 6 of the 9 traditional 
Welsh stone cottages are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park. WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room. Open ALL 
YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour brochure telephone: 


570 470275 
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| Classified lineage advertisements 
I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 


I Remember to allow a space betwe 


I Ads cost £3 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone num- 
ber and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


en words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


betas saa mal el ates Mea 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 


provides good access, specialist equipment in some rooms 
All in a comfortable, friendly country house hotel set in 
several acres of natural grounds, nine miles from the 
ancient city of Norwich, offering excellent opportunities 
for exploring the countryside and coastline of East Anglia. 
Book now for Autumn and Winter Breaks, Christ- 
mas and New Year. 


Ring 01508 489324 


Britanny Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. Tel: (01924) 
454300. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. Take- 
away meals and equipment hire available. 
Tourist Board Highly Commended. For colour 
brochure please contact: 

Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax: 01409 211510 


ESCAPE THE WINTER — COME 
TO THE SUNNY ALGARVE 


Self catering villas and cottages, hotels, B&B, car hire 
with hand controls, adapted vans, etc. Scuba Diving 
courses and other sporting and leisure facilities 
David Player, Wheeling Around The 
Algarve, Apartado 3421, 8136 Almancil, Por- 
tugal. 

Tel: 00 351 89 393636 

Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


Llandeilo, West Wales 
1994 HOLIDAY CARE WINNER 
3 cottages, all wheelchair accessible. Rural location and 
overlooked by 12th century castle. Ideally situated for 
exploring South and West Wales. Each cottage sleeps 4, 
central heating. CTV, games/fitness rooms, laundry, 
extensive grounds. Open all year, short breaks available 
Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558) 823059 for brochure 


MAR Y SOL - TENERIFE 

Wheelchair accessible apartments. Heated pool 
with hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment hire, 
adapted minibus. Ring 01753 685718 for prices 
ALGARVE — PORTUGAL 

Wheelchair friendly luxury villas in Portugal with 
swimming pools or small friendly hotels with adapted 
rooms in charming locations. 

Sue Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, 
Staines, Middx. TW19 5NX. Tel: (01753) 685718. 


Glebe Farm, Charles, Brayford, 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon 
EX32 7PT 
Tel: 01598 710241 
Fax: 01598 710813 
EMail Boddington@easynet.co.uk 
Self-catering holiday cottages 
sleeping 2-6 people. 

Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Out of season breaks. 
Please ring for our brochure. 
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30 Classified 


e Free personal survey 
ye obligation) a 

e New or reconditioned stairlifts 

e Servicing and maintenance 

e Unwanted stairlifts purchased 

e Branches nationwide E 

e For Sale: Electric Scooters, Bath lifts, 
and General Equipment 

for disabled people 


Telephone: 
0181-861 2370 
or (01276) 856060 
for nearest branch 


We are approved agents for: 
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for lifting wheelchairs, scooters 
and people into cars... 
WE HAVE THE ANSWER! 


Ring 01629-813493 


for brochure or free demo 


And now for the 
home too.... 


ON a 


MOTOR CYCLES 
SHARE CHAIR. 


PUTS YOU IN THE SADDLE 


41e 


Wheelchair accessible sidecar fitted to 
the motorcycle of YOUR choice. 
Designed for independent use. Grant aid 
may be available from National Associa- 
tion of Bikers with Disabilities 
(NABD). You can ride a Triumph, Honda, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki and Harley Davidson 


For further information: 
WASP ENGINEERING SALISBURY 
01722 744343 
01495 308023 (evening) 


wr, 
ee CAR ey oe 
NEW SHOWROOM OPEN 


43 Alexandra Road 

FARNBOROUGH 
Hants 

_ Tel: 01252 547939 


Scooters: Powerchairs: Lightweight 
Wheelchairs: Seating Systems: 
Homecare Products: Rollators: 

Grab Handles: Bath/Toilet Acces- 
sories: Ramps: 
A company run by the disabled — 
for the disabled! 


Are you a Wheelchair User? ) 


Is getting out of your chair into your car 
becoming more and more difficult, painful or 
just too much for your driver and carer? 


A Chairman Car 
means no more 
transferring, no more 
lifting, just 

travelling with the 
family, whenever 

you choose, 

in comfort 


Ring us FREE on 


your full colour 
information pack. 


GOWRINGS 
MOBILITY 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build cots and Beds For Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


Extra Strong Playpens. 

Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair Prices. 

Information Phone 01993 842885 


Disability Advocacy Network 
(Tower Hamlets) 


Disability Advocacy Network wish to 
appoint two staff: 


MANAGER 


Salary PO1-PO2 £21,500 - £22,500 pro-rata (inc. London weighting) for 24 
hours per week (3 1/2 days). 4 

The successful candidate will be a person with disability, whom has a minimum of 
two years proven experience in Staff, Project and Financial Management, a good 
team leader, experience and understanding of the need for advocacy, self-advocacy, 
and empowerment, and can demonstrate the commitment and enthusiasm to 
develop this service. They should have worked in a multi-cultural environment, 
with experience of the voluntary and statutory agencies. 


RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE WORKER 


Salary: Scale 6 — £17,650 (inc. London weighting) pro-rata for 12 hours per week. 
The successful candidate will be a person with a disability whom has a track record 
as a receptionist and office worker. They will be key to the central running of the 
organisation. As the first contact with the organisation, they must show a_ 
professional, warm and friendly manner. Experience of working in a multi-cultural 
environment is essential, and must be computer-literate. 

Closing date: Spm on Friday, 3rd January 1997. 

Interviews: 13th & 14th January 1997. 


For an application form and further information, please contact: 
The Locum Manager, DAN, Disability Resource Centre 


40-50 Southern Grove, London E3 4PX ‘- 
or call on 0181-980 2200 (voice)/0181-981 0337 (minicom) 


DAN is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 


WEST OF ENGLAND COALITION OF 
DISABLED PEOPLE 


WECODP is a busy organisation run by and for Disabled People. 
We require a 


Disabled Person 


with experience of development work and an understanding of the 
issues faced by disabled children and young people to develop the 
Disabled Children and Young People’s Mentoring Project 
(South Gloucestershire) 

This is a highly innovative project which aims to bring together 
disabled children with trained disabled adults who can act on 
positive role models and give support on disability equality issues. 


This is a pilot project funded for three years through Joint Finance based in 
Bristol. - 


Hours: 17.5 a week. 


Pay: Apt and c pt 32-34 — £18,171-£18,818 Pro Rata. 
Closing date: Thursday 9 January, 5pm. 
Interviews: Friday 24 January. 


We particularly welcome applications from disabled people who experience 
simultaneous oppression. 


For an application pack please contact: 


Berni Smith, WECODP, The Yard, 6 Sommerville Road, 
Bishopston, Bristol BS7 9AA 


Tel: 0117 9420721 voice and minicom 
Fax: 0117 9420722 


WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


Atvice from Professional Disabled People 


The largest choice in ranges of Manual Chairs-Scooters- 
Power Chairs plus many other product lines. 


ONE STOP ONLY ALL YEAR ROUND EXHIBITION 


Car parking, Showroom, Toilet all accessible. 


We are the WHEELCHAIR WAREHOUSE 


Regional Office: Unit 3, Minster Court, Courtwick Lane, 
a 
i GB) 
~SY 


Littlehampton, W. Sussex BN17 7RN. 
Tel: 01903 733528 Fax: 01903 733530 
GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd, Units 1-4, Shield Drive, 
Brentford, Middx TW8 SEX. 

Tel: 0181 569 8955 Fax: 0181 560 5380 


PEOPLE WITH ARTHRITIS — 


Clinically proven J 
A revolutionary new collagen health drink supplement is now 
giving people with arthritis extraordinary PAIN RELIEF. 

This product is absorbed into the blood stream where research has shown that the collagen 
fibre seems to replace damaged cartilage in a remarkable way. Kevin Beattie, the ex Eng- 
land footballer, says it is miraculous, “| am now 80% more mobile.” 

For more details and order forms please ring Independent Consultant Kevin Ward, on 
Tel: 01284 703172, or send s.a.e. to Kevin Ward, 11 Tomline Walk, Bury 
St Edmunds, Suffolk, 1P33 3JF. 


Britain would also welcome more distributors to spread the great news. It is a worthwhile, 
low capital business opportunity working from home. 


Directorate of Social Services 


Senior Practitioner 
Physical Disabilities 


Grade PO2, £21,441 to £23,187 
including London Weighting 


Are you an experienced and committed social work professional with a 
sense of humour, lots of energy and a proven track record of working with 
adults with a physical disability? 

Have you also had some supervisory experience, and are you now looking 
towards building on your excellent professional skills by moving into the 
arena of management? 


Our Physical Disabilities Team has high professional standards and offers 
good supervision and support, as well as opportunities for further training. 
We operate from a holistic perspective and are committed to the process of 
empowerment. 


We are looking for an experienced practitioner with the skills and 

confidence to assist the team manager in the day-to-day running of the team; 

to take an active role in supervision; and who is able to take responsibility 

for some development issues as well as hold a small but highly complex 

caseload. An interest and experience in counselling, cognitive impairment 

and/or issues related to abuse would be particularly welcome. 

We would also particularly welcome applications from suitably qualified 

people with a physical disability. 

For further information please contact Stephanie Green, Physical Disabilities 

Team Manager on 01708 773447. 

For an application form and job description please apply enclosing an 8” x 
4” self-addressed envelope to The Personnel Provider 
Unit, Directorate of Social Services, London Borough 
of Havering, The Broxhill Centre, Broxhill Road, 
Romford, RM4 1XN. Please quote reference SS/1854. 


Closing date: Wednesday 18 December 1996. 
Havering is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


We have come a long way as a successful voluntary organisation 
providing advice, representation and help to disabled people, and as 
organisers of care through our Independent Living Project. 


HAND - Help 
Advice And 
Advocacy for 
Norfolk Disabled 
people and 
Independent 
Living Project 


Director 
salary c£18,500 


plus travel allowance and 
pension contribution 


Ensuring that as an organisation of disabled people we are truly 
meeting their needs, we are looking to the future - further developing 
our role, and improving what we do and how we do it. 


We are looking to recruit somebody with the management ability to turn 
our ideas into realities. We want somebody who understands 
accountability and works in an open and inclusive way. This will 
probably not be your first management job, but we think it could offer 
your most rewarding challenge yet. 


If this could be you, send us your CV and a letter explaining why, by no 
later than 7 December 1996. Interviews will be held on Monday 16 
December in Norwich. 


Applications from disabled people are actively encouraged. 


Send your CV and letter to, or ask for more details by contacting, 
Steve Morphew Associates, 44 Catton Grove Road, Norwich NR3 3NW phone / fax 01603 409419, 
who are helping us find the right person for this job. 


University Certificate* in 
Disability, Arts, Training and 
Employment 


One year part-time 
University of Hertfordshire training for trainers 


Are you a disabled or non-disabled person interested in 
working with disabled people in the field of self-advocacy 

and employment? 

Have you considered how the expressive arts can enhance 
your work and prepare others for work? 

Working from the social model of disability, this innovative training 
demonstrates the ways the expressive arts can be used to 
empower disabled people to make individual choices about their 
training needs and employment ambitions. 

The scheme consists of training in disability equality issues, arts 
based tools and techniques and skills in facilitating workshops. 

The scheme is delivered by disabled and non-disabled tutors in 
accessible venues in London, Birmingham, Manchester and Edin- 
burgh. Starts January/February 1997. 

For more information, please contact: 
Kris Hammond, DATE Project Administrator 
University of Hertfordshire, Faculty of Art and 
Design, Manor Road, Hatfield, Herts. AL10 9TL 
Telephone: 01707 285327 Fax: 01707 285310 % 
*Subject to validation. S&S 


Deadlines for January issue: 
booking by 5 December, 


camera ready artwork/copy by 
9 December 
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Recruitment 


Scope (formerly The Spastics Society) is the UK’s 
largest charity working with disabled people. We exist 
to enable men, women and children with cerebral palsy 
and associated disabilities to claim their rights, lead 
full and rewarding lives and play a full part in society. 


Development Officer — Boccia 


(6 month contract) Midlands Base, National Remit 
£15,104-£17,339 pa 


Scope’s strategic vision encompases all aspects of life, including 
the development of recreational and leisure opportunities. 
Having been promoted specifically for people with severe 
functional disabilities, Boccia is now one of the fastest growing 
sports. The National Boccia Federation ensures standardisation 
of the teaching and coaching structure. 

Your role will include supporting the on-going development of 
the Coaching Education Pathway and Skills Award Scheme. 
There will be considerable liaison with a range of external 
organisations throughout the UK and responsibility for 
controlling a budget that includes the purchase/sale of Boccia sets 
and external funding. 

To take this aspect of our leisure strategy to the next stage of its 
development, you must have considerable practical knowledge 
and experience of Boccia, eg as a player, coach or official. This 
will be in addition to your broader understanding of recreation 
for people with disabilities and proven organisational and 
administrative skills. 

For an information pack and application form, please contact: 
Theresa Hansen, Scope, Shapland House, Clews Road, 
Oakenshaw, Redditch B98 7ST, tel: (01527) 550909. 

Closing date: 11th December 1996. Interview date: To be 
arranged. 

This post is only open to people with disabilities. Under the 
provisions of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, 
consideration will be given to reasonable adjustments necessary 
for the person appointed to effectively perform the role. 

We are committed to equal opportunities. 


aS 
SCOPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


Charity No. 208231 


DISABILITY 
BENEFITS 
ADVISER 


25 hours per week. Initially one year 

contract. Bucks Disability Information Network 

requires an experienced Benefits Adviser. The post-holder will 
cover S. Bucks and Aylesbury and need their own transport. 
Further details from BDIN, St John’s House, Church Street, 
Princes Risborough, Bucks HP27 9AA. 

Closing date 16.12.96. 


Disability 
Information 
Network 


a> : 
“~~ Young Disabled People 


Salary £17,500-18,500 (Three years contract) 


Sandwell DLC is seeking to appoint a suitably qualified person to support 
development of young disabled people. Proven track record in career 
guidance, advice and employment support is an essential requirement. 

An understanding of disability issues and the wide range of needs and 
experiences of disabled people is also essential. 

If you think you meet the above requirements and are committed to support 
the development of young disabled people, then we would like to hear from 
you. Sandwell DLC actively encourages disabled people to apply and job 
share to be considered. 


Please contact: Denise Mathews on 0121 553 4343 for an application pack. 


Closing date: 6 January 1997. 


Hackney Disability Consortium 


Funding from the National Lottery Charities Board enables us to appoint 2 
part-time workers with disabilities: 


ADMINISTRATOR AND FUNDRAISER 


to provide clerical and fundraising support to the consortium and 


DEVELOPMENT OUTREACH WORKER 
to provide a co-ordinating function between the member groups of the 
Consortium. 

Salary (both posts): NJC SO1 pt.29 — 18 hours: £9,666. 


Application packs available either in print, braille, tape, and large print on 
request from: 


Hackney Disability Consortium, Alfred Heath Centre, 186 Homerton 
High Street, Hackney E9 6AG. 


Please provide an A4 stamped addressed envelope (52p). 
Closing date for applications: Monday 23rd December 1996. 


KINGSTON ASSOCIATION 


OF DISABLED PEOPLE 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 


ade SCHEME 


CO-ORDINATOR 


Salary SO2 — £19,929 incl. of London Weighting — 35 hours per week. 

We already operate a successful scheme and now wish to recruit a new 
co-ordinator. You must have a thorough knowledge of current disability 
legislation, a commitment to Independent Living as a civil rights issue and be 
able to motivate and encourage people. 

If you think you could develop the ILS to continue to meet the needs of 
current users and make it attractive, relevant, exciting and desirable to 
potential users we would like to hear from you. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Salary SP 16 £6,292 incl. OLW - 18 hours per week. 

To be responsible to the ILS Co-ordinator for general administration, 
servicing meetings, keeping records and maintaining information systems. 
You will have good communication skills, be computer literate and know 
your way around spreadsheets, have a sound grasp of figurework and be 
prepared to work on your own initiative. 

You will be aware of the Independent Living Scheme philosophy and related 
disability issues. 

We offer a supportive team environment working from accessible premises. 
CLOSING DATE: 16.12.96 

(Interviews will be held very early January 1997). 

Application forms available from: 

KADP, 53 Canbury Park Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 6LQ 

Tel: 0181 549 8893 (voice and minicom), Fax: 0181 549 6358 
Information can be provided on tape or in large print on request. 


We positively encourage applications from disabled people from all sections of the 
community. 


UNITED LEEDS TEACHING 
HOSPITALS NHS TRUST 


Assistant Director: Equal 


Access in Service Provision 
Salary circa SMP 19 — £25,000 


Are you committed to achieving equal access in service 
provision for the disabled and ethnic minority communi- 
ties? We are looking for someone with good understand- 
ing of service equity issues, excellent interpersonal skills, 
good written and verbal communication skills and good 
project management skills. 


In the last three years the United Leeds Teaching Hospi- 
tals NHS Trust has started to address service equity 
issues and we are looking for an enthusiastic and commit- 
ted person to take forward this important work. 


For informal discussion please ring: 


Heather O’Donnell 0113 292 6237 or 
ULTH Minicom Line 0113 292 2990 
Job description and information pack are available from: 
Personnel and Recruitment 
The General Infirmary at Leeds 
Great George Street 
Leeds LS1 3EX 


Please let us know if you require information in Braille, large 
print or on audio cassette. 


Closing date: Tuesday 31 December 1996 


fl WECIL 


West of England Centre for Integrated Living 


requires a disabled person as 


South Gloucestershire 
Integrated Living 


Project Worker 
(Salary: £16,575 pa) 


to develop a Centre for Integrated Living in the new 
unitary authority. 


Closing date: 16th December 1996. 
For further information contact Wendy Lee on 


(0117) 9839839. 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from 
disabled people who face simultaneous oppression. 


Classified 31 


EDITORIAL SERVICES 


Keen to get into print? Disabled editor will give 
realistic assessment and advice on your 
writing. Help with rewriting, presentation and 
prospects of publication. Reasonable fee. 
Ring Liz Chennell on 0171 700 0646 
or contact her at 
19 Moriatry Close, London N7 0EF 


Motor insurance 


The “Access” Policy 


A unique contract specially 
designed for owners of vehicles 
converted to carry wheelchair 
passengers. 
Substantial premium savings — 


up to 30% possible. 

For a quote please contact 
CHARD INSURANCE 
SERVICES (REGISTERED 
BROKERS), 15 HOLYROOD 
STREET, CHARD TA20 2AH. 
01460 61373/62148 


Personal 


SB Prind-s-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age — Anywhere 
Able-Bodied or Disabled 
-boose Your Own Ideal Relation: 
MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 
1 Weir S Northwich, 
Cheshire 5HL 
Tel/Fax (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


TAL, i 


0181-958 9657 


36 Park Grove Dates Social 
Edgware forthe contacts 
Middlesex Disabled provided. 
HA8 7SJ A better life( All areas) 


Pe AWN ee 


s 


Dating Agency for 
people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able-bodied persons. 
Ring now on 01473 226950 
Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 
Handidate, The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


In_a Crisi 
Whatever you're going through, 
we'll go through it with you. 
Please phone, visit or write 


The, 
0345 90 90 90 


(Calls charged at local rate) 


The Samaritans are there for the suicidal and 
despairing, Charity No. 219432 


THE 1777 CREPPEN 
CARTOON CALENDAR 


Send a cheque or PO for £5.99 to 


11a Cleveland Av, Wakefield WF2 8LE 
— made payable to ‘Crippen’ 


Business opportunity 


UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 

Home based business opportunity with 

this new and exciting programme “The 

Worlds Greatest Money Making Secret”. 

Our support will ensure your success. 
FREE BOOKLET call 


0181 236 4036 (voicemail) 


This is not a premium rate number. All 
calls charged at local rate. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advertisers before relying on them. 
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Motor show Diahatsu makesa Move 11 
News focus Make sense of the DDA 

Arts No sympathy for the Devil 

Parent’s voice The care trap 


instructor Sara Smith at Scope’s Meldreth Manor School, when he opened a new science lab there. 
Profile Rae of hope 


A Christmas carrot: Professor Heinz Wolff took time off to meet Lucinda Horwood-Smart and riding 


The Government’s Access to Work scheme is 
penalising some disabled employees. See page 1. 
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DISTRIBUTORS 


Five Towns Care Centre 
93 Liverpool Road 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Staffordshire ST4 1AE 
Tel & Fax: 01782 744148 


R E H A GBL Wheelchair Services Ltd 
Units 1-3 Shield Drive 
ieee TW8 9EX ‘ Q 
el: 
Fax: 0181 560 5380 Loe 


Lakeswa ‘ 

Mobility House, Eastgate 

White Lund Estate 

MORECAMBE, Lancashire LA3 3DY 
Tel: 01524 847766 

Fax: 01524 849125 


Peter Thompson Wheelchairs Ltd. UNIQUE DESIGN 
3 Colvilles Road, Kelvin Industrial Est. 

EAST KILBRIDE, G75 ORS Scotland 

Tel: 013552 47147 

Fax: 013552 41241 


4 

\ ‘X 
Torbay Mobility Centre \ 
Torbay Industrial Services 
Waddeton Close, Brixham Road 
PAIGNTON,.Devon TQ4 7RZ 
Tel: 01803 557992 
Fax: 01803 663613 
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Otto Bock UK Ltd. 32 Parsonage Road. Englefield Green) Egham, Surrey-TW20 oTw Tel 01784 438541 Fax: 01784 438469 


